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exchanged 'with 


the international activities towards 
the Middle East especially die 
visit' of U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz and the American 
views regarding peace, in the re- 
gion. 


Resistance fighters 
attack SLA posts 


rises; journalists 
barred from W.Bank 


BEIRUT (R). — Resistance fight- 
ers attacked two xtositions ; man- 
ned: by Israeii-bactfid militia oh 
the edge of Israel's self-declared 
“security zone” in Sooth Leba- 
non Frioay.securitysourtes said. 


They saia SOute tebancm Army 
(SLAjmiJltiarneh in the village, m 
Kfar Tibrnt and the iulftops of AH 
AlTaheronlhe edge.of the zone 
came under fire at dawn. The 
SLAV “Voice of AmaT -radio 
station confirmed both attacks 
and reported no casualties. It said 
SLA militiamen combed nearby 
areas in search of. the . fighters. 
The security sources said the SLA 
shelled -other villages after, the 
attacks, causing heavy damages. 
No creualties; were reported/ 

Dutch hold Iran-bound 

missil e flitl component 
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ROTTERDAM ^ iDutcb 
authorities, .who last _week im- 
pounded the cargo'ofahJ5anian 
ship said Fridaythe freighter, car- 
ried ammonium perchlorate, 
which explosives experts say is a 
component for missile fuel. A 
total of approximately 268 tonnes 
of the chemical, packed in eight 
containers, was taken off the Ira- 
nian. freighter Iran Adelat last 
Friday^ according to ‘ Hendrika 
Samson, a spokeswoman for the 
prosecutor’s office here. 

Arafat to discuss 
PLO^yriantte 
with Soviet leaders * 

ABU DHABI fR)~ Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat- will discuss 
his strained ties with Syria oria 
visit to Moscow later tins month, 
Palestinian sources, said Friday. 
They said Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), would meet Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev and 
Foreign Minister Eifoard' She- 
vardnadze - on the March ;1 5 trip. 
Palestinian sources said in Beirut 
that atop PLQ official was to visit 
Syria soon for fence-mending 
talks, the first such meeting in 
almost five years; They said a 
team led by Salah Khalar, a dose, 
aide to. Arafat, would have talks 
with senior officials. to - try - to 
mend the rift between Arafat and 
Syria: 

Chernobyl mishap 
cost $13 billion 

MOSCOW (R) — The 1986 
Chernobyl nuclear disaster has 
cost the Soviet Union eight bil- 
lion roubles ($13 bilfion) and was 
perhaps the most expensive acci- 
dent ever, a newspaper said Fri- 
day. . 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Israeli troops shot dead two Palestinians and 
wounded several others Friday after the 
army barred journalists from entering the 
occupied West Bank from Jerusalem. 

. Police earlier defused a car- Shultz's hotel as he met Israeli 
bomb a few hundred metres from Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir to 
U.S, Secretary of State George present a formal Middle East 

. Fateh says it planted carbomb 

BEIRUT (AP) — The mainstream Palestinian group, Fateh, 
claimed responsibility for an attempt to explode a carbomb Friday 
in JenBakm and said U-S. Secretary of State George Shultz was 
the target. 

Fateh, in a communique telephoned to the AP office in west 
Beirut, said its military command “instructed the Limassol 
martyrs group to park a bomb-laden car in front of the Hilton 
.Hotel in Jerusalem targeting Shultz, the messenger of im- 


“The driver had an accident and the car crashed into a power 
pole about 30 minntes before the time set for the bomb to 
explode,” the commnniqne said. 

. “The driver deserted the vehicle and managed to escape,” the 
communique said. 

. “We warn Shultz and all agents of imperialism against reaching 
col lar . the FLO* the sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people,” the communique said. 


peace plan in writing. 

“It was a powerful device... 
which would nave caused great 
damage had it exploded," police 
said. 

Sources quoted by the AP and 
Reuter saia an army patrol shot 
dead an Arab and wounded 
another in Arrabah, near Jenin, 
when they were attacked by hun- 
dreds of residents throwing 
stones, bottles and sticks. 

Palestinian sources said 
Moh amm ad Ahmad Sal ah. 18, 
was killed and IS people were 
wounded when soldiers opened 
fire on protesters in the village of 
A1 Khader, south of Bethlehem. 

The shootings brought to at 
least 81 the Palestinian death toll in 
the uprising in the West Bank and 
Gaza that began Dec. 9. About 
1,000 Arabs have been wounded 
by army gunfire and beatings. 

Demonstrations, in which anti- 
Shultz slogans were shouted, 
erupted throughout the occupied 
areas after Friday noon prayers. 
One woman was shot in the right 
leg during a protest in the Baiata 
refugee camp near Nablus, the 
Palestine Press Service (PPS) re- 
ported,- 

(Continued on page 5) 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
Friday handed President Hafez 
A1 Assad an American proposal 
for Middle East peace talks, and 
the Syrian leader made “several 
remarks” on the suggestion. 

Syrian presidential spokesman 
Jibran Kourieh said after the 214- 
hour meeting that Shultz handed 
Assad “a written message from 
President Ronald Reagan, con- 
taining the American " proposal 
for a comprehensive settlement in 
the region." 

Shultz, Kourieh added, noted 
that he had delivered the same 
message to “all the concerned 
leaders in the area," a reference 
to Shultz’s meeting with His 
Majesty King Hussein in London 
on Thursday and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir Friday 
in occupied Jerusalem. 

“Shultz explained the contents 


EC to ask 
U.S. to 
respect 
U.N. treaty 


of the letter to President Assad of Syria's ruling Baath Party said 
and during their discussion, Presi- Shultz was bent on preserving 


dent Assad expressed several re- Western interests in the Middle 
marks on the letter,” Kourieh East rather than seeking peace. 


added. 

He said Shultz urged Syria tn 
study the letter and respond to it. 

After the meeting at the down- 
town Muhajerine presidential 
palace, Shultz left for the airport 
and took off for Cairo. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Faroufc A1 Sharaasaw the U.S. 
secretary of state off. He and 
U.S. ambassador to Syria Wil- 
liam Eagleton had attended the 
session with Assad. 

Aides ro Shamir, who Shultz 
met earlier Friday, indicated Sha- 
mir opposed key elements of the 
U.S. document which calls for 
direct Arab-Israeli negotiations 
and limited Palestinian 
autonomy. 

Earlier Friday, the newspaper 


Shamir is expected to give his 
response to the American prop- 
osals when he visits Washington 
March 14-16 for talks with 
Reagan and Shultz. 

“We believe that things have 
begun to move,” Shimon Peres, 
the Israeli foreign minister, said 
as he saw Shultz off for 
Damascus. 

“Not that everything that was 
difficult disappeared.” Peres 
added. 

The foreign minister has been 
far more inclined to accept 
Shultz's plan than Shamir. The 
prime minister objects among 
other things to the u.S. concept 
of Israel trading Arab land in 

(Continued on page 5) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor returned home Friday at 
the end of a European tour 
which took them to the Vati- 
can, Italy, France, West Ger- 
many, Austria and Britain. 

King Hussein held talks with 
leaders of these countries on the 
latest developments in the Mid- 
dle East and efforts for Arab- 
Israeli peace. 

Returning with the King 
were Prime Minister Zaid Rifat. 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ibn Zaid and Armed 
Forces Commander-in-Chief 
Field Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker. 

Their Majesties were re- 
ceived upon their return home 
by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and senior offi- 
cials. 


Iraq, Iran slug it < 
missile attacks on 







faces cash 
crunch 


Algeria, Tunisia call for 
Arab summit on uprising 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Algeri 
and Tunisia have called tor 


a Diplomats said this meant that 
a the treaty, which amounts to a 


Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza. 

A joint communique issued 
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PANAMA CITY (AP) — Com- 
merce and industry returned to 
normal Friday after organisers 
ended a general protest strike, 
but banks. remained closed and 
authorities Warned U.S. legal ac- 
tion for preventing them from 
receiving funds. * 

The National Bank of. Panama 
issued a communique advising 
local banks it could not meet their 
requests for money because U.S. 
authorities prevented, the ship- 
ment of dollars, the official cur- 
rency of Panama. 

Long lines formed early Friday 
outside some international banks, 
which stayed open throughout 
the four-day stnfce. Even they 
appeared to have cash flow prob- 
lems. 

The National Bank said it had 
asked the Republic National 
Bank in New York Thursday to 
send $10 million in cash to satisfy 
local banks" request for tender. 

But it said Republic authorities 
advised them by telephone that 
the funds were frozen by legal 
action taken on behalf of Eric 
Arturo Delvalle, who was 
ousted from the presidency last 
week by General Manuel Anto- 
nio Noriega, Panama's military 
strongman. 

“This legal action, which we 
consider arbitrary and without 
any foundation, has been taken _ 

to harm this institution and the 4. ’I V-CBX Vt 
national banking system without 
giving any clarification or any GENEVA (Agencu 
chance to defend ourselves,” said tan’s chief delegate 
tee communique. It said it had peace talks flew non 
not yet received formal legal noti- consultations on wh 
fication of tee action from Re- an agreement with 
public or U.S. authorities. provides for Soviet troops to pull 

Organisers calling off the out of Afghanistan, 
general strike said a money Near-complete ag 
crunch in tee next few days will been reached on the 
paralyse the nation and keep up a U.N.-sponsored pi 
pressure on Noriega's govern- concessions announc 
ment. on a troop withdraw 

“Checks are not clearing, there But Pakistan is ov< 

is' no cash and businesses without concerned about at 
currency cannot work, so there mally included in tni 
will.be a de facto strike,” Aurebo tee formation of a 
Barria, president of the Panama- government that wfll 
nian Chamber of Commerce, In- five million refugee 


recent rapprocnement wun 
Algeria ana Tunisia. 

The call for an emergency 


Thursday night after talks in Arab summit to discuss the 
Algiers between Tunisian Presi- Palestinian uprising picked up 
deutZineA] Abidinelbn Ah' and support Thursday with backing 
his Algerian counterpart Chadli from South Yemen. 


Benjedid said tee two leaders An official source at the Aden 
hailed the “heroic resistance of Foreign Ministry said that con- 
tee Palestinian people” in tee vetting a summit was an “urgent 
West Bank and Gaza. necessity under tee escalation of 

They called for tee “intensi- the struggle by the valiant Paiesti- 
fication of collective action to nians against tee Israeli occupa- 
li berate occupied Arab territor- tion.'’ 
ies” and for tee creation of a A day earlier, Kuwaiti Fore- 
Palestinian state. ign Minister Sheikh Sabah A1 

“With this in view, the two Ahmad said his country would 
presidents consider teat in tee not hesitate to attend any Arab 
circumstances an extraordinary meeting if tee Algerian proposal 


Arab tour 
plai 


rtedly 


Arab summit could give tee re- was officially endorsed, 
quired impetus to the Palestinian 

popular uprising," tee comm uni- Arab tour reportedly 

que said. planned 

The two presidents said tee 

only way to achieve a durable Kuwait's Al Qabas newspaper 
solution of tee Middle East con- reported teat a group of Arab 
flict was to convene an interna- foreign ministers would also seek 
tional conference under United international backing for the 
Nations auspices, with tee Pales- Palestinian uprising during an im- 
tine Liberation Organisation minent tour of tee capitals of tee 
(PLO) taking part. five permanent member countries 

On North Africa, they express- of the U.N. Security Council, 
ed tee need to “widen ana en- The daily said tee ministers 


(PLO) taking part. five permanent member countries 

On North Africa, they express- of the U.N. Security Council, 
ed tee need to “widen ana en- The daily said tee ministers 
rich" a treaty which links Algeria would take a representative of 


to Mauritania and Tunisia. 


the PLO with them. 


PARIS (Agencies) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) will ask 
Washington to respect the 
agreement between the United 
States and the United Nations 
with regard to the Palestine 
liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) observer mission, the 
French Foreign Ministry said 
Friday. 

A ministry spokesman said 
the 12 EC countries want to 
make known their wishes that 
the United States submit the 
question of dosing the PLO; 
mission to binding arbitration. ' 

The U.N. General Assembly | 
voted overwhelmingly in an : 
emergency session Wednesday 
to order the United States to ! 
submit the question to arbitra- \ 
tion. Israel cast the only dis- 
senting vote. 

Congress passed an “anti- 
terrorism' ' law that would 
force the PLO’k U.N. mission 
to dose by March 21. The 
United Nations and the State 
Denartment say that would 
violate international law and 
the headquarters agreement 
that allows all U.N. missions to 
operate. 

The spokesman made his 
announcement as Foreign 
Minister Jean-Bernard 
Raimond was meeting with 
Faroufc Kaddoumi, head of the 
PLO’s Political Department 

Thursday night, American 
U.N. Representative Vernon 
Walters told a news conference 
in Marrakech, Morocco, that 
dosing the PLO mission was 
against international law. 
“That is the position of the 
State Department, and it is also 
mine,*' he said. 

Just before meeting Kad- 
doumi, Raimond reiterated be- 
fore Arab ambassadors to 
France that Paris favours an 
international peace conference 
on tee Middle East 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iran 
and Iraq reported more civilian 
casualties Friday as they resumed 
tit-for-tat missile exchanges on 
each other's capital cities. 

Iraq ended a 24-hour lull in tee 
five-day-old “war of tee cities” 
with a missile teat Iran said land- 
ed with a “huge explosion’* in 
Tehran, killing eight people. 

Iran, saying it had now suffered 
about 80 dead and 200 injured 
since tee missile bombardment 
began, reported firing two mis- 
siles at military centres in Bagh- 
dad — its 12th and 13th since 
Monday. 

An Iraqi military spokesman 
said only one Iranian missile 


landed, exploding near a densely- han to protect them from demon- 
populated suburb and killing or srrators angered by Iraq's use of 


wounding an unspecified number 
of people. 

Baghdad residents said win- 
dows more than two kilometres 


Soviet missiles. 

Moscow has denied providing 
Iran or irag with arms for use 
against civilians, but military' 


from the impact point were shat- sources in the region sard boi 


tered. 

About half an hour later. Iraq 
launched its second missile of the 
day at Tehran. Iran said the 


sides were using Soviet- made 
Scud missiles with one-tonne war- 
heads. 

Travellers arriving in Istanbul 


missile, the 27th fired at the city aboard a packed Iran Air flight 
since Monday, injured more civi- estimated at leats 40 per cent of 
lians and destroyed houses. the population had fled the centre 
The Iranian’ news agency of Tehran. They said seats were 
(IRNA), said police guards had hard to find because foreign air- 
been placed around the Soviet lines had cancelled flights and 


been placed around the Soviet 
embassy in Tehran and tee consu- 
late in the southern city of Esfa- 


( Continued on page 5) 


22 killed in plane crash near Paris 


PARIS (Agencies) — A commu- 
ter plane on a flight from Nancy 
to Paris crashed Friday morning 
near the capital while waiting to 
land, killing all 22 people aboard, 
an airline official said. 

The plane, a Fairchild 227 Tur- 
boprop, went down in a field in 
Pamfou, near Melun, southeast 
of Paris shortly before 8 p.m., 
hitting high tension wires and 
gouging a huge hole in the 
plowed land, police said. 

The aircraft, owned by Trans- 


seven minutes after the 50-minute 
flight from Nancy, then “plunged 
very rapidly” to the ground." 

The cause of the accident was 
not immediately known. Police 
and rescue workers were sear- 
ching the area for the aircraft’s 
black box. 

There was snow and freezing 
temperatures in the region at the 
time of the accident. 


police spokesman told Reuters. 

The spokesman said there were 
three crew members and 19 pas- 
sengers on board the i-okker-27. 
TAT had not yet released a pas- 
senger list but most of «he dead 
were expected to be French. 

Witnesses said the crash, about 
two kilometres from the village of 
Machauh. east of FontainbFeau. 
had carved a crater in a ploughed 


"There is no hope of finding field and fragments of the plane 
any survivors. The plane literally were still hanging from the fires, 
disintegrated. The cause of the About 200" firemen and gen- 
crash is not clear but it is true that darmes had sealed off the area 
the plane cut through hiah-ten- and were lookins for the aircraft's 


Near-complete Afghan accord reached in Geneva 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Pakis- peace and security for tee re- 
tan’s chief delegate to Afghan fugees who return is still there.” 
peace talks flew nome Friday for U.N. mediator Diego Cor- 
consul rations on whether to sign dovez, announcing tee adjoum- 
an agreement with Kabul teat ment of tee talks till Monday, 
provides for Soviet troops to pull said bote sides as well as tne 
out of Afghanistan. Soviet and U.S. officials m tee 

Near-complete agreement has wings agreed on the need for a 
been reached on the main parts of new government. 


a U.N.-sponsored plan, following 
concessions announced Thursday 
on a troop withdrawal timetable. 


“I have a feeling that the differ- 
ences that remain concern tee 


concerned about a mint nc 
mally included in tee U.N. 
the formation of a new A 


But tee tuning and procedure 
of the forming of a government 
are crucial, and constitute the 


vemment that will satisfy some heart of what Pakistan will have to 
« million refugees enough to deride at tee weekend: whether 


dustry and Agriculture, told re- make them leave Pakistani and to sign with the present leaders or 
porters Thursday. Iranian soil. to insist teat a new government 

The work stoppge, which be- ^Nothing has changed," Pakis- be formed first 


nd was called off tani Minister of State for Foreign 
t, was aimed at Affairs Zain Noorani told repor- 


The agreement reached Thurs- 


Affairs Zain Noorani told repor- day provides for the troop pullout 
teis shortly before departing for to be completed within nine 
Islamabad. “The importance of months, with half of them leaving 


during tee first 90 days. 

Speaking to reporters, Cor- 
dovez noted teat the issue had 
long stalled tee almost six-year- 
old negotiations. He said tee 
accord on it meant a “significant 
step" towards concluding a settle- 
ment but he stopped short of 
saying it was complete. 

“I am not going to consider 
teat these documents are abso- 
lutely ready until they are signed 
and sealed/' he said, bur also 
stated repeatedly teat the "re- 
maining differences are not of 
substance." 

“There is no doubt about the 
political significance of tee agree- 
ments readied this week ana also 
of some understandings teat have 
started to evolve" regarding other 
outstanding problems, be said. 

He did not elaborate but made 
plain teat he was increasingly 
confident that there would be an 


port Aerien Transregional crash is not dear but it is true that dam 
(TAT), was carrying 19 passe n- [h e plane cut through high-ten- andi 
gers, including a baby, and three s j on cables as it came down,” a Wad 

crew members, TAT Commercial 

Director Patrice Decourt told the « -m . • v ■= ra -n 

Ershad party wins landslide 

were aboard. • a ° n 

The director of the Nancy- lt| COH fr OV6r$ l£lS 
Essey airport, Jean-Claude Phi- 111 luuu W V W 
lippe, said the plane had been DHAKA (Agencies) _ Pres i- vow, 

Sf bn I, dent Hossain Mohammad Ershad cam, 

nf^PjiHk strengthened his hold on Bane- Fi 
oSe^olanS at OrW ** Friday with his Jatiya Par- avai 
a j_ 0I £ * ty heading for a landslide win in miss 

Decourt said tee plane was in sections marred by violence and Just 

the holding pattern for six to „ot ngging. . , 0 „ 

This has been a mockery of an B; 

m election and I think the world will day. 

m l PHPV 5 I recognise that,” Reuter quoted Jaiiv 
VXvUWJ ▼ iX one Western diplomat as saying, inch 

Despite the fraud, acknow- cand 
eventual accord on the future ledged by the government, diplo- won 
shape of tee Kabul government, mats said Ershad had emerged post) 
an issue teat is formally outside stronger against a coalition of date, 


black box flight recorder. 


waiting for orders to land at Orly 
airport. 

Decourt said tee plane was in 
the holding pattern for six to 


eventual accord on the future 
shape of tee Kabul government, 
an issue teat is formally outside 
tee scope of tee talks. 

Cordovez said teat both Kabul 
and Islamabad recognised that a 
“broad-based" Afghan govern- 
ment would make a settlement 
“more effective” although their 
concepts differ. He also said he 
believed that the Afghan resist- 
ance movement, which is flatly 
opposed to any power-sharing 
with the present leadership, 
would “change” its attitude once 
a settlement is complete. 

Before leaving for Islamabad 
after the morning session, Noora- 
ni said there was no change in 
Paltistan’s position teat the settle- 
ment should be accompanied by 
formation of a transitional gov- 
ernment in Kabul to prevent 
more bloodshed. 


opposition parties which boycot- 
ted tee parliamentary and muni- 
cipal polls. 

Ershad need not hurry to bring 
tee opposition back into the poli- 
tical mainstream, the diplomat 

S ioted by Reuter said. “He is in 
e ascendancy and in control.” 
Ershad, a former army general, 
has ruled this impoverished coun- 
try of 110 million people since 
toppling a civilian government in 
a bloodless 1982 coup. 

The 21-party opposition led by 
the Awami League and Bang- 
ladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) 
called a general strike to disrupt 
tee poll and urged the country’s 
46 million electorate not to vote. 

Awami leader Sheikh Hasina 
denounced the poll as a fraud and 


vowed to continue an anti-Ershad 
campaign started last November. 

Final turnout figures were not 
available bur the "electoral com- 
mission said 17 per cent voted in 
just over half the constituencies 
of the 3fl0-sear parliament. 

Ballot counting continued Fri- 
day. Of 299 seats contested. 
Jativa candidates had won 176, 
including 18 races in which Jatiya 
candidates ran unopposed and 
won by default. One race was 
postponed as one of the candi- 
dates for the seal was killed. 

The combined opposition par- 
ties. a coalition of 73 minor par- 
ties, gained nine seats, according 
to election commission figures" 
Two other small parties had one 
seal each, and independents 
gained seven. 

Ershad in December dissolved 
parliament, necessitating the new 
elections, in a move widely seen 
as an artempt to undermine the 
opposition campaign. 

An opposition-led strike vir- 
tually shut down the capital on 
election day and the previous 
day. 

Visits to polling stations in and 
around Dhaka by foreign repor- 
ters turned up signs of a low 
turnout and vole tampering, the 
AP said. 
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kidnapped in 2 separate 
ts in Beirut, S. Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Four people — a British, 
reiief worker, his Syrian colleague, an Iranian and a 
Lebanese — were kidnapped in 2 separate incidents 
over the last 3 days in west Beirut and South 
Lebanon, police, witnesses and the relief organisa- 
tion reported Friday. 

Oxfam relief organisation They did not listen to him, 
spokesman John Magfath said in g* 

Oxford, west of London, that the t0 ®j l 


organisation's Middle East Coor- 
dinator. Peter Coleridge. 44, and 
its Lebanon representative, 
Omar Traboulsi. were seized by 
unidentified kidnappers Thurs- 
day night in Sidon. 40 kilometres 
south of Beirut. 

Meanwhile four unidentified 
gunmen have kidnapped an Ira- 
nian and a Lebanese on the air- 

g jrt road in mainly Muslim west 
eirut. 

Police and witnesses said the 
gunmen, travelling in a green 
Mercedes Sedan without number 
plates, intercepted a taxi carrying 
Iranian Adel Irani, 50, and the 
unidentified Lebanese shortly af- 
ter they arrived from Kuwait 
Wednesday. 

The driver of the taxi. Toufic 
Sbai. told Reuters the gunmen 
forced the two into their car with 
their luggage and sped towards 
the Shi’ite Muslim southern sub- 
urbs of Beirut. 

The driver said the Iranian told 
the kidnappers his nationality and 
said he was a personal acquaint- 
ance of Sheikh Mohammad Hus- 
sein Fadlaiiah, spiritual mentor of 
Lebanon's pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
(Party of God). 


"They did not listen to him, 
just said 'you come with us' and 
took him and his friend." Sbai 
said. He said the two had asked 
him to drive them to Christian 
east Beirut. 

Iranian embassy officials were 
not available for comment. 

It was the first abduction of an 
Iranian in the western sector of 
the Lebanese capital, scene of a 
wave of kidnappings of foreigners 
over the past three years. 

Pro-Iranian militants are be- 
lieved to be behind most of the 
abductions. 

At least 26 foreigners are mis- 
sing, believed kidnapped in Leba- 
non, including three Iranians who 
went missing at a Falangist 
Lebanese Forces militia check- 
point north of Beirut in 1982. 

The three were Charge d' Af- 
faires Hossein Musavi, Revolu- 
tionary Guards official Ahmad 
Mostavaselian, and photographer 
Kazem Akhavan, who worked 
for the Iranian News Agency 
(IRNA). 

Oxfam's Magrath said it was 
not dear whether the pair had 
since been released. 

He said: “We've had conflict- 
ing reports as to whether they are 
still being held or not." 

The two men went to Sidon 


Thursday to visit relief groups 
supported by Oxfam, a British 
charity that aids refugees and 
poor people in several countries. 

Magrath said he could not 
give 'any other details of the 
abduction, which came the day 
after pro-Iranian Shi'ife Muslim 
militants released a West German 
captive, Ralph Schray, 30, in 
Beirut five weeks after he was 
kidnapped. 

“We have ideas about who 
might have done it, but we don’t 
want to speculate," Magrath said. 

■ ‘The people we work with on 
the ground have told us not to 
panic. We know they're making 
contacts in Sidon to find out 
exactly what's happened and see 
that Peter and Omar are re- 
leased." 


Nisrine Rawda, an official 
with Oxfan in west Beirut said 
both Coleridge andTrabuIsi were 
supposed to return to the Muslim 
sector of the capital Friday but 
had failed to do so. 

She said Coleridge arrived in 
Beirut last week on his first visit 
to Beirut for three years, to check 
on the organisation’s relief work 
in Lebanon. 

Colleagues of Coleridge, who 
speaks fluent Arabic, said they 
visited the apartment where he 
was to have gone but found it 
empty. 

Police said Mustafa Saad, head 
of the Muslim Popular Liberation 
Army, which controls security in 
Sidon. was told of the men's 
disappearance and efforts were 


being made to locate them. 

‘Hopeful signs that 
Waite is alive’ 

In a separate development 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie said Friday there 
are hopeful signs that Anglican 
Church envoy Teny Waite, who 
disappeared m Beirut more than 
a year ago, is still alive. 

“I am more hopeful because 
the sort of people to whom we are 
speaking are more eager to speak 
— are ready to speak — and nave 
this common assurance that he is 
still alive," Dr. Runcie told re- 
porters. 

Waite, a special representative 
of the archbishop, disappeared in 
Beirut in January last year while 
trying to secure the release of 
hostages. 

‘There are developments all 
the time in terms of opportunities 
offered to us for conversations 
with various bodies that I can't 
name," said Runcie, who is tour- 
ing Australia. 

Runde, spiritual leader of 70 
million Anglicans, said there 
were no concrete new develop- 
ments in the short term through 
his contacts with political and 
religious leaders. 

He also reiterated that his con- 
cern for Waite was spiritual and 
humanitarian. “We are not into 
doing deals," he stated. j 

“But it’s true to say that I’m , 
more hopeful than I was or have : 
been in the past about the ulti- 
mate outcome.” 


mmw 
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4 Libyan jets return from Egypt 
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UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees, 
UNRWA, is considering whether 
to resume activities in southern 
Lebanon following the release of 
two of its officials who were 
kidnapped, a U.N. spokesman 
said Thursday. 

He denied a published report 
that the agency had already re- 
sumed full operations. 

Asked about the kidnapping of 
American Lieutenant Colonel 
Y/slliam Higgins, the chief of a 
U.N. military observer group in 
the area, the spokesman said 
there was reason to believe he 
was still in southern Lebanon. 

Meanwhile UNRWA’s Com- 
missioner-General Giorgio 
Giacomclli has told an informal 
meeting of governments in Vien- 
na that new kinds of responses 
are needed to the current unrest 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


CAIRO (R) — Four Libyan Air 
Force pilots who landed their 
planes in Egypt flew them home 
Thursday, die National Middle 
East News Agency (MENA), 
said. 

MENA, quoting the Libyan 
News Agency JANA in a highly 
unusual move, reported Libya's 
version — that the four Soviet- 
made MiG-23 fighters landed at a 
base in the Western desert Tues- 
day because they were running 
oul of fuel. 

In the absence of a government 


statement, MENA’s report 
amounted to Egyptian confirma- 
tion that the planes had returned 
to Libya and tacit rejection of 
local newspaper reports that the 
pilots had defected. 

Five Libyan servicemen were 
given political asylum in Egypt in 
three defections last year. 

The two countries have no rela- 
tions and are bitter rivals in Arab 
politics. They fought a border 
war 11 years ago, and Egypt’s 
desert frontier with Libya re- 
mains heavily defended. 


MENA reported the return of 
the four Libyans several hours 
after JANA said they had left. 

JANA quoted a Libyan Air 
Force spokesman as saying bad 
weather prevented the planes, 
flying from a base named Sibha, 
born landing at two other Libyan 
bases Tuesday. 

The spokesman said they were 
running out of fuel and asked 
permission to land at an Egyptian 
base near the Libyan border, 
where they were well-treated. 


Israeli settlers attack journalists in Hebron 


HEBRON, West Bank (R) — 
Reuter photographer Jim Hollan- 
der and his wife Rina Castel- 
nuovo, a photographer on assign- 
ment for Time magazine, were 
attacked by Jewish settlers in the 
occupied West Bank town of 
Hebron Thursday.' 

Witnesses said two male settlers 
struck Hollander and Castel- 
nuovo with their own cameras. 

Castelnuovo, 35, fell to the 
ground. Blood poured from her 
head, and she received five stitch- 
es at a Jerusalem hospital. One 


settler hit Hollander iii the face, 
injuring his lip and smashing his 
glasses. 

The couple were among several 
photographers in the town to take 
pictures of a Jewish festival para- 
de when they learned a Jewish 
Hebron resident. 16-year-old 
Aharon Peretz, had been stabbed 
and wounded by a Palestinian in 
the old city of Hebron. 

Forty Jewish families live 
under constant military guard in 


the ancient dty. 

Photographer Eli Hershkovits 
said photographers rushed to a 
building where the injured boy 
was being treated. A doctor and 
an ambulance were already there, 
and photographers stood outside 
to take pictures, he said. 

“We were just taking pictures 
of a little Jewish girl in a purim 
(festival) costume and a soldier 
when a bearded guy came up and 
smashed my camera into my 
face," said Hollander. 38, Reuter 
chief photographer in Israel. 



TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


.JORDAN TELEVISION 


PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Koran 

l5~‘i Programme Review 

»JS Children's programme 

ih:Z1 The Bunny 

16:30 Eureka 

16:45 How Thine, Work 

17:4? Trifvds 

i"— d Arah:scrie. 

5'hO? Message from Iraq 

FamiTy pn.’cramme 

Programme review 

News in Arabic 

-9:40 Arabic senes 

Programme on Jordan 

2T:t 9 Varieties 

Z?:iW Ne»: Samraarv in Arabic 

23 :! 5 Closedown 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:45 La serf aut of the Falcon 

29:00 . News in French 

19; 15 French \ anclics: Un D3 dc plus 

IVa-O News :n Hebrew 

‘5:45 Science World 

24 News in Arabic 

2 3J0 Mamed with Children Icoracdv) 

21:09 Macaanc Zero One 

2!:!C Saturcav Varicrv Show 

22:60 News in English 

22:20 Feaiure'Olm 

RADIO JORDAN 

555 KHz. A.\f A .Wfe FM 

£ partly on 95**} KHz. s*M 
Tel: r-SlU l* 

C7;0C Morning Show 

.17:30 Ncn'desk 

05:00 Mom»r. v SU-w 

J3:J0 NewsSohvnarv 

:C:65 Morning Show Cor, id. 

11:00 Hits' UK’: The Sion o* Motown 

•2:60 News Summary 

12:05 Pop Session 

j 5:0« News Summary 

13:05 Pop Session 

14:00 News Bulletin 

J 4:30 Jordan Weekly 

15:00 Concert Hour 

News Summary 

iy-CS . Instrumentals Old favourites 

Special Feature 

I Good Old Davj 

J8:CO Ne»s Sumtnarv 

JS:0S TopTwcnlv 

i?;60 Scwsdcsk/Music 

W-JO Dale with a S:3r 

... Young Sound 

2d^3 Discovcrmc Music 

■•1:00 PI av of the Week 

*-2:00 Country Music 

P : 00 Oac^idMusic 

*4:00 Gosc Down 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

a W. 'ZO. U23 KHz 

RdS Ncwsdtffk 06:30 Here's Humph 
06:45 Reflections 06:50 Financial News 
07:08 World News 07:09 2i Hours: 
News Summary 07:30 Personal View 
07:45 The WoHd Today 08:09 News- 
desk 68-JO Meridian 0940 World News 
Vhfft 24 Hours: News Summary 09JO 
From Ihc Weeklies 09rf5 Network UK 
10:6® World Nqps MfcW Reflections 
10:15 A Jollv Good Show 11:00 World 
News 11:09 British Press Review 11:15 
The World Today 1158 Financial 
News; Sports Roundup 11:45 Personal 
View liCT News Summary; Here's 
Humph 12:15 Letter from America 
12i3cr People and Politics 13.-00 About 
Britain 13:15 Chain Reaction 1U0 
Meridian 14:00 Radio Newsreel 14:15 
Mutihrack 3 14:45 Sports Roundup 
15:00 World News isw? Twcnrv-Four 
Hours: News Summary 15:30 Network 
UK 15:45 Good Books 16:00 News 
Summary: Album Time 16:30 Spon- 
sworid 17:00 Radio Newsreel 17:15 
SportsworlJ 13=00 World News 1&09 
Commentary 18:15 Spcnsworid 19:80 
News Summary; Sports work! 19:45 
Sports Round-up 20:00 Ncwsdcsk 
20-J0 Musical Masters of ihc Baroque 
21:00 News Summary: Play of the 
Week — Crime on Goal Island 22:00 
World News 22:09 Twenty-Fours: 
News Summary 22:30 Meridian 23rt0 
News Summon: Hcahh Matters 23:15 


Can neck) 23:30 People and Politics 
24*0 World News wh09 From Our 
Own Correspondent 60:25 Book 
Choke Wh30 New Ideas 00:46 Reflec- 
tions 00:45 Stums Roundup 01:00 
World News 01:09 Commentary 01:15 
Nature Notebook 01:30 Aiivihiag 
Goes 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

A/H I : till tf- 5W 7 200, 0565. 

U925 and 15210 H Sr 

06:00 News 86:10 V’OA Morning ©7:00 
News 07:10 VOA Moraine Ofcti New 
W- - 10 VOA Morning 17:00 News 17:10 
Uoaeup i 17 JO Press Confcrenc, USA 
18:06 News 18:10 Anuncao View- 
pjmta 1 8 JO Special English News & 
Features 19:00 News IftW Weekend 
2W» News 20:10 Closcup 20JO Spe- 
cial Eoatefc News 4 Features 21*0 
News 21:10 American Viewpoint* 
21 J0 Press Conference. USA 22:00 
News 22:10 Musk. USA Jaa 22:55 
Editorial 22*5 Editorial 23.-00 News 
23:16 Ccmnnunirahons World 23 JO 
Weekend Magazine 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


&An exhibition entitled “From 
Gotten herg uj Electronics'' at Goethe 
Institute (runs through March 8). 

* An art exhibition by Osama 
Zawzidch al the Goethe Institute (un- 
til March 7). 

4 Art exhibition by Mahmoud Taha at 
Alia Art Gallery (runs through 14/3-' 
1988). 

* Book exhibition at the Comprehen- 
sive Commercial Centre (Tower Budd- 
ing]. Jabal Amman. 3rd Cirde (perma- 
ueoi). 

■* An art exhibition about Palestinian 
uprising, by Tha'er Ouba'a at the 
Professional Associations Complex 
(until March 5). 

* The 55th paintings exhibition at (he 
British Council (until March 91. 

* Exhrbitiofl entitled "Lj otic emre 
vc* mains" at the French Cultural 
Cense (uatil March 171. 

VIDEO 

* “Videos about emit trainee l at the 
Ficcdi Cultural Centre (until March 

* “Ivan is indeed the Greatest ' (Ger- 
man tor children l at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Goethe Institute 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
MascuaJ: Collection of railiiarv 
memorabilia dating from (be Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports Chy. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-4.QU p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Td. 664240. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


The Amman Lions CM. Merlin es 
evety first and third Wednesday at the 
Rcgencr Palace Hold. 7:30 p.m. 
Lh»s Pbtbdelpim Ctab. Meetings ev- 
ery second am tourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Ph9adeiph» Rotary Club. Meetings 
everv Wednesday at the Holiday inn. 
1 JO' p.m. 

Rotary Dob. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Ai t omoMc Gob. Jabal Am- 
man, Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534. 
SI 7534. 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Td. 

America,-, Centre 

American Centre library 

British Council " 

Frcrxii Cultural Centre 

Goethe Imlitutc 

Soviet Culiurd Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Hava Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth Crtv 

Y W.C.A : 

Y.W.M.A 

Amnraa Mumopal Library ... 
Uaiv . of Jordan Library 


. M»10267 
... 644371 
...641531 
636J47« 
...637000 
... 641903 
...644203 
... 624W9 
...639777 
...665195 
667181/6 
.. 641793 
.664251 
..637111 
.. 843555 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Chnreh (Roman Catholic] 
Jabal Amman. Td. 624500. 

Church of (be An o mw ialt oo I Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

Dc la Salle Church ( Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Td 661757. 
Terrasasta ClmriJi i Roman Calbohc). 
Jabal Lnwcibdrh. mass m Italian bn- 
otaee. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
pjn. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Anmxndatkxi (Greek 
Orthodox I Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
.kruticaa Church (.Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Td. 6253S3, 
chaplain's residence tel. 601359. 
Armeni an CathoUc Church Ashrarieh. 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Ortbodov Church Ashra- 

fich. Td. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox l AshraScb. Td. 771751. 

Anmnn lounnttwHf Church (Inter- 
drnoaiiaaitoDal): meets at Soulben) 
Baptist School in Sttmdsani, Td. 
677534- 

EvaaxeScal Lrdhenm Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7pm Rev. N. 
Smn 111295). 

Rainbow Coopegrtfam (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 

inlerdc nominal! onal-cco menial Hn- 

riish Service; Saturday 6:30 p.m. Td. 
S2605, Rev. Veli- ' 

TheCtandlrf Jests Christ of Laffler- 
Day Saints (Morawn) 815817. SC1264 


Qadhafi 
knocks 
down prison 
gate, frees 
400 inmates 


ROME (AP) — As thousands of 
Libyans cheered. Col. Muammar 
Qadhafi, driving a bulldozer, 
Thursday knocked down the gate 
of a Tripoli prison, a Western 
diplomat said. 

The official Libyan News 
Agency (JANA) reported that 
400 inmates were freed from the 
prison after Qadhafi “de- 
molished” it with the bulldozer. 
The agency, monitored in Rome, 
said the ex-prisoners chanted slo- 
gans hailing “the festival of 
liberty.” 

The diplomat, who said he 
witnessed the eveot, reported 
that several dozen crewcutted- 
men who appeared to be prison- 
ers came pouring out of the pris- 
on to be joyously greeted by 
relatives. 

Thousands of people attended 
the event, estimated at one of 
Tripoli’s biggest rallies in recent 
years, according to the diplomat 
who was reached by telephone by 
the Associated Press in Rome. 

In a speech Wednesday, 
Qadhafi said he was releasing all 
Libyan prisoners except those ac- 
cused of plotting with foreign 
countries, and promising to des- 
troy the prison, invited prisoners’ 
relatives to watch the prison be 
demolished. 

The diplomat said about 50 
other people, who appeared to be 
Qadhafi aides, also drove bull- 
dozers during the rally to knock 
down a wall surrounding the 
prison. 

In a half-hour-long speech to 
the crowd, Qadhafi praised his 
own record as leader of the 1969 
revolution that brought him to 
power, according to the diplo- 
mat, a Western European who 
spoke on the condition he not be 
identified by name. 

Qadhafi, who has on occasion 
sported colourful capes or jump- 
suits in public appearances, wore 
a military jacket and slacks as be 
drove the bulldozer, the diplomat 
said. 


17 die in Egypt 
road accident 

CAIRO (R) — Seventeen peo- 
ple. all from one family, were 
killed when a truck smashed into 
their overcrowded minibus in 
south Egypt, a Cairo newspaper 
said Friday. 

The accident near Assiut. 380 
kilometres south of Cairo, occur- 
red while the victims were head- 
ing home Thursday from a wed- 
ding party, the daily AI Ahram 
said. 

Three other members of the 
family were injured. ; 


Gulf Palestinians rally to help uprising 


KUWAIT (R) — A surge of cash 
donations from Palestinians in 
the Gulf Arab states is helping to 
maintain the three-month-old up- 
rising against Israeli rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza, Palesti- 
nians say. 

Donations to the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), 
glittering fund-raising dinners 
and family and village charities 
have raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in humanita- 
rian aid for compatriots in the 
occupied territories. 

Kuwait’s Palestinian elite paid 
25 dinars ($90) a plate last month 
for dinner at a five-star hotel 
which grossed more than 
$700,000. 

A Palestinian car dealer put a 
1930 Ford on the auction block. 
Readers of Kuwait's Al Watan 
newspaper sent it nearly $100,000 
for a special fund. Firms spon- 
sored austerity lunches and asked 
their employees to give up a day's 
salary. 

“People are taking the initia-. 
five to support injured families.” 
said An is Qassitn, a prominent 
Palestinian lawyer in Kuwait, 
where the 300,000-strong Palesti- 
nian community is the largest 
outside Lebanon and Jordan. 
“There are more contributions 
than ever before." 

In quieter times. Gulf Palesti- 
nians remit hard currency to 
families under Israeli occupation 


to help them cope with unem- 
ployment and low wages. 

But since Palestinian youth be- 
gan their protests against Israeli 
rule last December, Palestinian 
communities from Kuwait to Jed- 
dah have rushed to help fanriBes 
of the dead and wounded. 

Palestinian officials say the 
funds have compensated for the 
poor response of most Arab gov- 
ernments. Only Kuwait and Iraq 
have given money for the upris- 
ing, PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat told a news conference last 
month. 

Israel says 79 Palestinians have 
so far been killed and hundreds 
wounded bv its troops, but the 
PLO puts the toll much higher. 

The casualties have strained 
health and welfare services and 
left hundreds of families without 
a breadwinner. 

“Just about every Palestinian 
has been directly affected by what 
is happening in then - country,” 
said Snafeeq Ghabra, a Kuwait 
university professor of Palesti- 
nian origin. “Everyone knows a 
martyr, maybe a cousin or 
nephew. Relatives are dying.” 

The PLO has set up a special 
bank account in Tunis for direct 
donations. But the biggest source 


existed before the uprising and 
have now acquired new vigour. 
“Palestinians from a given vil- 


lage tend to stick together, even 
after they’ve lived m exik for 
30 or more- yesfSj 1 said ghabra. 
“Many villages; have thei^ own 
funds to support people > ang pro- 
jects in the occupied tem®les. ,, 

Israel has clamped i $L,5|) per i 
person ceding, on the amo»foof J 
hard currency PalestiniaiB ifen| 
bring back to the QCCTp^ feitff 
tones, Palestinian facials- say. 
But this ran be .arcqmVpBted 
through smuggling- and bank 
transfers. - 

“Nothing can from 

sending money into ite occupied 
territories,” said Awni Battash, 
head of Kuwait’s PLO mission. 

The PLO Executive Commit- 
tee has called on every Palesti- 
nian family abroad to adopt one 
inside the territories. Battash said 
the response in Kuwait Iras been 
good. i • . 7 •. 

“Palestinians in: Kuwait are 
among the most active supporters 
of the upmiHgj-’ be hM Reuters, 
citing their., relative-wealth and 
sophistication, dose, family ties 
and encouragement from the gov- J 
eminent. z ■ - 

As in other.Gulf states,^ com- 
mittee has been set up.to; oversee 
. contributions ..comparing, local 
representatives of -tite' various 
Palestinian guerrilla factions, the 
Palestine National . Council; arid 
social and profesrionaLassotia- 


U.S. sailors ride the tide of anxiety m Gulf 


ABOARD THE USS SIMPSON 
IN THE GULF (R) — Sailors 
aboard U.S. Navy ships in the 
Gulf are riding a tide of anxiety as 
they wait for the escalating “war 
of the cities'* between Iran and 
Iraq to spill back into this 
strategic waterway. 

The current lull in the “tanker 
war” has lasted more than three 
weeks, but senior American offic- 
ers fear renewed attacks on mer- 
chant shipping could break out at 
any moment. 

“These are two belligerents 
who are fighting a fierce battle, 
and there's no reason to believe 
they’ll confine themselves to one 
area (of attack)" said Captain 
Donald Dyer, commodore of a 
surface squadron in the Gulf. 

Iran and Iraq have concen- 
trated in recent days on bombard- 
ing each other’s capitals with mis- 
siles and rockets, allowing com- 
mercial vessels to transit the Gulf 
unmolested. No tanker has been 
hit by either side since Feb. 12. 

Nevertheless, some navy offic- 
ers are now concerned that both 
sides, after getting a taste of 
fierce missile attacks on land, 
may be more apt to unleash such 
weapons on the high seas. 

U.S. officers believe the “war 
of the cities" is merely a tempor- 
ary change of tactics, and they 
vow not to let down their guard. 

The guided-missile frigate USS 
Simpson maintained a heightened 
state of alert Thursday as it 
steamed south in the central 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJI information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (051 53200-5, where it 
should 3/H3I5 be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FUGHTS 
(Terminal 1} 

06J0 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ J 

09-JO Cairo (RJ 

09-JO Kuwait (RJ) 

O9J0 Damascus (RJ) 

O9J0 Karachi. Duhai (RJ) 

09:50 Dhahran(KJ) 

0fe55 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (RJ) 

(free AgabaiRJ) 

I&45 Cairo (RJI 

17 J5 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17:4* Athens (RJ) 

18.-65 ... Copenhagen, Frankfurt. (RJ) 

19:40 Tripoli (RJ) 

24:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

OTHER FUGHTS (Terminal 2) 


02:45 

13:40 

•4:45 

15:00 

Ifc35 

17:45 .. .. 
23 JS 


Belgrade. Istanbul IJU 

Kuwait | KU 

Tripoli | 

Riyadh (SV 

Rome t AZ 

.. Pam, Damascus! 


Aqabj(RJ 

Aqaba (RT 

Tnpoli (RJ 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


06: IS 

97:45 

10:45 , 

1140 Vienna, New \ orfc (RJ) 

II J0 Athens (RJ) 

» J® Pans (RJ j 

11:45 Rome. Madrid (RJ) 

11:55 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

12.-00 London (RJ) 

12:15 Frankfurt (RJ) 

12J0 Cairn (RJ) 

19:35 Kuwait (RJ) 

1*50 Bahrain. Doha (RJI 

20*0 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:45 Abu Dhah, Dubai (RJ) 

OTHER FUGHTS (Terminal 2) 

04:05 Istanbul. Belgrade (JU I 

06:20 Frankfurt (LHy 

0630 Cam, London (BA) 

— Bonn (ME) 


15:60 Kuwait (KU) 

15:45 Kuwai! (LN) 

16:40 Rivadh (SV) 

17:20 Cairn IMS) 

ISi35 Damascus (AZl 


PRAYER TIMES 


WJ7 Fajr 

05:55 ( Sunrise ) Duha 

11:47 Dhuhr 

15:05 A « 

17:39 Maghreb 

18:57 Isha 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Mctcnrokpy. 

It will be a cloudy and rainv weather 
with slight decrease in tcmpcraiun: in 
the hilly areas. In Aqaba, il will be 
cloudy and bazv with chances of thun- 
der snowerv The winds wju be south- 
erly and rough seas. 

MaUnm temp. 

Amman II. ‘15 

Aqaba 14 1 25 

Deserts 9/19 

Jordan Valley 12/21 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 22. Aqaba 24. Humiditv readings: 
Amman 40 per cent. Aqaba 41) per 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Thursday rates 

Local xlt'buy rates in Ob 

Belgian franc 95 Ji 96.8 

Dutch guilder 177 JV 180.3 

French franc 58.» S9.S 

Italian lira 211 27 j 

Japanese yen (for 100) .... 260. 9>' 265.9 

Swedish crown 56 2 / 57.1- 

Swiss franc 240.6/ 24S 

U.K. sterling pound 596.2 1 606.2 

U.S. dollar 337.7/ 3417 

W, German mark 198.9/ 202.4 


Gulf, providing an escort for the 
Gas Queen, a U.S .-flagged 
Kuwaiti tanker laden with liquid 
gas. 

Sailors used night-vision 
binoculars to scan thenorizoii for 
tell-tale signs of Iranian mines 
that can rip through a ship's huh. 

Even a harmless fishing dhow 
came under close scrutiny, with 
crewmen taking arm with 
mounted machineguns as it- 
darted within 200 yards of the. 
rusty, 64,000-tonne tanker. The 
dhow, wooden boat that dates 
back to Biblical times, finally 
sailed away without incident. 

“It looks like a legitimate, 
fishing expedition, but you never 
know when one of these will turn, 
out to have a hostile intent,” said 
Lieutenant Commander Richard 
Rush, the Simpson’s executive 
officer. ... 

American sailors have been 
ordered to keep close watch on 
the fishing boats that ply the Gulf 
out of concern that Iran’s Revolu- 
tionary Guards may use them for 
suicide missions. 

In the warship’s dimly-lit Com- 
bat Information Centre, special- 
ists stared at radar screens in an 
effort to pinpoint potential 
threats to the convoy, the 15th of 
the year and The 37th since the 
escort operation began last July. 

The Simpson's officers said 
they had become increasingly 
concerned about the tactics of 
Iraqi fighter pilots, who have 
freouentiy fired at radar blips 
without positively identifying 


their targets. ' w A-/ j. 

- “We lave a tot of problems 
with how the Iraqis, operate,’’ 
said .Lieii tenant. Tomb Buter- 
baugh, 27, a weapons, control 
officer from Morristown^ Penn- w 
sylvania. - 

Less chances of ffecfoerrial 
attacks 'v; s 

* % ! • ' " 1 r -J • — 

It was an Iraqi jet that lanocbed 
a missile attack on die USST Stark 
.last May, piercing the frigate’s 
hull and killing 3f sailors.: Iraq 
said the attack .was Accidental,-* 
and the United .States accepted 
the explanation . ; : 

Although U.S. bffioalk have 
reported progress mraioring^ the 
chance of accidental Iraqi 
.attacks, Buterbaugb; said the 
Simpson's radio operators were 
concerned about- ife inattlitjrbf 
many Iraqi piTofe fo'dbtunnmKate' 
with them m fogUshw .’. . . 

The Simpson, based, ih New- 
port, Rhode Island, and ’manned p . 
by 20 officers and 19& crewinen, 
is-one of the Stark’s si^ ritips, ) 
equipped with almost identical 
weapons and surveiflim& ''gar. 

But officers aboard the Simp- 
son said, they have drilled too 
hard and prepared too -well : to . 
meet the Stare’s fate/: r “ 

“We’re ready to ‘meet ary 
threat on land and sea,” said 
ensign Sheldon Studer, . Z5, of 
Denver, Colorado; “Nobody 
wants to be the nexf Stark." 

The convoy was ihc ^first for the 
Simpson since its. arrival in the 
Gulf in mid-February. 




EMERGENCIES 


Amman eovenwrafe 591225 

Amman Civi) Defence 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273131 

Gvil Defence Oirrcismeh 770733 

Civil Defence Deii ABa 57306 

Ambulance- 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade 198 

Ftmaid — 630341 

Blood Bank 77S303 

Gvil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters : ; • 623090-3 

Pblkx rescue 192,621111.637777 

Police headquarters ...... 639141 

Traffic police 3963901 

Dearie Power Co. 6363S1/4. 624881 
Municipal water awipLiintj 771125® 
Queen Alia lull. Airport (OSJSSSaW 


NIGHT DUTY 


HOSPITALS 


Hussan Medical Centre ... 
Khalidi Matcmirr.J. Aran 
AJrileh Mirtenurr. I. Aran. 
JabjJ Amman Maternity ... 

Malhas, I. Amman 

Pal estine .ViiH riani 

Sfamrinaa HoapUd 

University Honriul 

A)-Muas6er HimtitaJ ... — 

Hie Islamic. Abdah 

AI-Ahli. Abdali ...... 

lu&ut, Al-Muhajrccn 
Al- Bashir. J. AsbraGeh .... 

Array, Maria 

Queen Afia Hospital 

Antal Hospital 


. 81381132 
... 6442SM 
..64244 W 
..... 64Z362 
— 636140 
.. 664471/4 

.....669131 
.845845(65 
.. 667227/9 
.66612707 
..664164* 

_ 77710113 
.775111/26 
. 8916*1/15 
. 60224050 
674155 


AMMAN: 

Dr, MuntbrrOanifli 776258 

Dr. isa Abn Haider — .t. 637123 

Dr. Stririrnan Hiayyat 791880- 

Dr. Basim Quddownl — 64O024 

firaspfiamtacy ....- 66/912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77H336 

Al Asesna pharmacy 637055 

NamtuUiplifflBiacy 623672 

Al Sabin pharmacy 636730 

Yacoab pharinaey 6449*5 

Sruncttam pharmacy 637660 

TAJOSj 

Rainhcra tasi : 637340 

Nahdaun£.. IM 663030 

,..669761 

Oabcrtro 650406 

- 673660 

Qatfss&h t«i 

IRBID: 

Dr. MohatiniiadTa'atu :.„-3423ll 

Sharaa'phannacj 73StS5 

ZAKQA: ‘ 1 ' 

985445. 

VmERAL 

CggSjP^ g-: -m-774 111/19 . 

Hotel corogfarats 666 <Qh. 


-...<63030 
-,..669761 
■r.. 650406 
....673660 
.... 671620 
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BRIEFS 


ROYAL DECREE: A Royal 

Decree has been issued endorsing 
a law on practising veterinary 
medicine. The law sets out the 
bases governing practising this 
. profession and specifications for 
4 breeding and slaughtering 
poultry. 

TOURISM: Minister of Tourism 
Zuhair Ailouni met here Thurs- 
day with Cypriot Ambassador 
Nicolas Makris to discuss Jorda- 
nian-Cypriot cooperation in tour- 
ism. Cyprus had earlier presented 
the ministry with a draft agree- 
ment on such a cooperation 
which was reviewed at toe meet- 
ing. It calls for exchanging exper- 
tise in hotel management and 
tourist affairs. 

EMBEZZLEMENT: The military 
court has sentenced Saadi Abdul- 
lah Hassan to two years imprison- 
ment and the payment of JD 30 0 
for embezzlement of public 
funds. The sentence was en- 
dorsed by the military governor. 
KHASAWNEH: Information 
Minister Hani Khasawneh Thurs- 
day received the newly appointed 
Yugoslav Ambassador to Jordan 
Zoran Popovic and discussed 
with him bilateral relations in the 
information field. 
EDUCATION; Deputy Prime 
Minister and Education Minister 
Tbouqan Hindawi Thursday re- 
ceived the Omani ambassador to 
Jordan who conveyed to Hindawi 
a message from the Omani 
Education Minister dealing with 
bilateral relations. 

WORLD WALKER: Baghdad 
Mayor Kbalid Abdul Muni'm 


I Friday received the Jorda- 
nian traveller, Walid Amaireh, 
now in Baghdad as part of his trip 
around the world, which will be 
completed in 1995 when he ar- 
rives in Sydney. 

ROADS CLOSED: Public 
Security Department (PSD) Fri- 
day said that the Athruh Road, 
Uniting Maan with Shobak is 
closetf for traffic, because of the 
rising water level and cautioned 
people against using that road. 
The department advised people 
to use Ghreiz-Maan or AT Qa'a- 
Eil Road instead. The PSD also 
said that the Runeibah-Um Nus- 
seir A 1 Qanater Road is also 
closed because of die culverts 
landslides. 

NEW BOARD: A new adminis- 
trative board has been elected for 
the Jordanian-Yugosiav 
Friendship Society, according to 
a report Friday in the A1 Dustour 


Arabic daily. The new board 
comprises: Hani A1 Dahiy (presi- 
dent), Tayseer A1 Hemsi (vice- 
president), Akef Nweiran 
(secretary), Hussein A1 Es’is 
(treasurer) with Dr. Walid Mara- 
qa, Dr. Histaam Ersheidat, Hafez 
Malak, Emile Koro, Issa Jara- 
jreh, Tayseer A1 Nahar and Faw- 
zi Gharaibeh as members. 
WOMEN’S DAY: The Jorda- 
nian Women’s Federation (JWF) 
has sent a cable to Iraqi Women's 
Federation on the Iraqi Women's 
Day Friday. The JWF praised the 
Iraqi women for their courageous 
stand and their sacrifices to de- 
fend their homeland. 

UTAH CONFERENCE: Mu'ta 
University will take pan in the 
Second Linguistics Conference 
due to open at Utah University in 
the United States on March 14. 
The two-day conference will be 
attended by Dr. Adel Tweisi 
from the Humanities Faculty. 
AMBULANCES: The Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red- 
Cross has decided to offer four 
ambulances to the Red Crescent 
Societies of Nablus, and Gaza in 
the occupied territories, accord- 
ing to the president of the Jordan 
National ReH Crescent Society in 
Jordan Ahmad Abu Qoura. Abu 
Qoura said that the four vehicles 
will be banded over to the con- 
cerned societies shortly to help 
them carry out humanitarian ser- 
vices in tne two regions. 

MODEL VILLAGE: The Queen 
Alia Social Welfare Fund QAF 
will on Saturday embark on the 
first phase of a 'model village at 
Malih in Madaba district. The 
QAF’s programme director said 
that the project first entails plant- 
ing large number of trees along- 
si’oe the roads, a process in which 
theVocal inhabitants will be in- 
volve^. The QAF, he said, will 
later Expand its social services 
programmes in Malih . in coop- 
eration with local societies and 
institutions. 

SYMPOSIUM: The Ministry' of 
Agriculture will be taking part in 
a symposium related to agricultu- 
ral policies in Arab countries 
which will be held in Kuwait on 
March 27. The four-day sympo- 
sium is sponsored by the' Arab 
Organisation for Agricultural De- 
velopment in cooperation with 
the world Bank's Economic De- 
velopment Institute and the Arab 
Planning Institute in Kuwait. The 
ministry Secretary General Dr. 
Salem A1 Lawzi will represent 
Jordan at this symposium. 


Fayez to hold talks with 
Spanish parliament speaker 



Saturday 

meetings with speaker of the 
-Lower House of Parliament Akef 
AI Fayez and will visit the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and other places 
of interest in Amman. 

Pons who arrived Thursday on 
a visit to Jordan at the invitation 
of Fayez was accompanied by the 
Jordanian speaker Friday on a 
visit to the ancient Nabatean city 
of Petra. 

Upon his arrival here Pons 
reiterated his country's support 
for an international Middle East 
peace conference, to help end the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

He said Spain is deeply in- 
terested in Middle East develop- 
ments, and is linked by strong ties 
with the Arab World in general 
and Jordan in particular. 


Pons said: “Spain has been 
exerting serious and releatless 
efforts within the European Com- 


munity to help bring about peace 
to the Middle East through an 
international conference." 

Upon arrival here. Pons was 
greeted by Fayez and parliament 
members as 'well as Spanish 
Ambassador to Jordan Ramon 
Armengod. 

Pons is accompanied by a six- 
member parliamentary delega- 
tion on nis week long visit to 
Jordan. 

Fayez meets envoys 

Fayez Thursday received 
Czechoslovak Charge d'Affaires 
Emil Hrusecky, and Yugoslav 
Ambassador to Jordan Zoran 
Popovic separately and reviewed 
with them scopes of cooperation. 



Akef Al Fayez 

Fayez also received the United 
Nations Development Program- 
me Representative Aii Attiqa, 
who briefed him on the program- 
mes currently carried out by the 
United Nations in Jordan. 


Jordan 
to host 
conference 
on kidney 
diseases 


ft 


AMMAN (J.T.+Petra) — Some 
100 Arab doctore, as well as 
rominent nephrologists from the 
oited States, Britain and 
Europe, will meet here on Oct. 
12 for the first conference of the 
Arab Society of Nephrologists, to 
discuss medical issues related to 
kidney diseases and transplanta- 
tion in the Arab World. 

Secretary of the Jordanian 
Society of Nephrologists (JSN) 
Dr. Mohammad Al Lawzi, said 
that during the three-day confer- 
ence, participants will discuss sci- 
entific cooperation, exchange 
views and researches in this field. 

Dr. Lawzi said Arab specialists 
will discuss the latest medical and 
scientific advancements and will 
exchange views and experiences 
with their Jordanian colleagues. 

Participants will also consider 
effective ways for improving the 
efficiency and standard of the 
nephrology in the Arab World. 

Hie establishment of a pan- 
Arab nephrology society will also 
be officially announced during 
the conference. Dr. Lawzi added 

The treatment of kidney dis- 
eases has advanced in Jordan, 
Dr. Lawzi said. 

Jordan has led the Arab World 
in kidney transplantation. The 
first kidney transplantation op- 
eration was conducted in 1972. 

The conference will be hosted 
by JSN. 


Egyptian 
agricultural 
team in 
Amman 


IAN (Petra) — An Egyp- 
agricultural delegation ar- 
here Friday on a four-day 


AMMAN 
tian a. 

rived here Friday on a four-day 
visit to Jordan during, which they 
will hold talks with officials at the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Jordanian-Egyptian Holding 
Company. 

The talks will deal with prepa- 
rations for a full study on the 
setting up of a joint company for 
the production of seeds and fruit 
saplings. 

During 

will draft a charter for the estab- 
lishment of this company, which 
will produce seeds, crops and 
fruit saplings. 

The setting up of this company 
is part of tne Joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian Higher Committee re- 
solutions- 


Abu Ragheb 
re-elected as 
JCA chief 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Ali Abu Al 
Ragheb was re-elected for 
another two-vears as president of 
the Jordan Contractors Associa- 
tion (JCA) Friday by acclama- 
tion, following the withdrawal of 
Radwan Hajjar, who was the 
only other contestant for the post 
of President. 

Elections of the JCA Adminis- 
trative Committee will take place 
at a later time to be set next 
Friday, which the JCA General 
Assembly meets to discuss the 
1987 financial and administrative 
reports, the estimated 1988 
budget. 

The assembly will also select an 
auditor and a committee for su- 
pervising the elections. 

Three people are contesting for 
the post of vice-president while 
23 others are contesting for the 
T CA Administrative Committee. 

The JCA General Assembly 
comprises 650 members. 


Lower House meets Monday 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament will convene 
on Monday, according to an 
announcement made by House 
Speaker Akef Al Fayez. 

The House's Financial Com- 
mittee Thursday continued dis- 
cussion of the audit bureau report 
for 1986. The meeting which was 
chaired by Mousa Abul Ragheb 
was attended by Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 


the Environment Yousef Ham- 
dan Al Jaber. 

Meanwhile, the Legal Commit- 
tee of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment held a meeting under the 
chairmanship of the Upper 
House Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi 
to discuss a new civil courts law. 

Minister of State for Par- 
liamentary Affairs Sami Judeh 
and Minister of Justice Riad Sfaa- 
ka’a were present at the meeting. 



Minister of Transport and Telecommunications Kbaled Al Hqj Hassan 
(right) holds talks with U.N. Development Programme Representative 
All Atiqa in Amman Thursday (Petra photo) 

UNDP to finance 14-training 
courses for TCC employees 


AMMAN (Petra) — The United 
Nations Development Program- 
me (UNDP) will finance 14 train- 
ing programmes for Jordanian 
employees at the Telecom- 
munications Corporation (TCC); 
and the training courses will be 
held in foreign countries, accord- 
ing to a statement issued 
Thursday. 

The statement, which followed 
a meeting between Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunica- 
tions Kbaled Al Haj Hassan and 


UNDP representative in Amman 
Ali Atiqa, said that the trainees 
will be sent to Japan, Denmark 
and Holland and their training 
will take place in 1988 and 1989. 

Haj Hassan and Atiqa discus- 
sed projects which the TCC plans 
to carry out in Jordan and prog- 
rammes for training post office 
workers and TCC technicians. 

Senior officials from the Minis- 
try of Transport and Telecom- 
munications were present at the 
meeting. 



Civil Registration and Passports Department (CRPD) Director Issa 
Omari meets beads of vanons departments in Amman Thursday 
(Petra photo) 

Passport department plans 
to expand buildings, facilities 

AMMAN (Petra) — Gvil Reg- 
istration and Passports Depart- 
ment (RPD) Director Issa 
Omari said Thursday that plans 
are being made for expanding his 
department's buildings and facili- 
ties to cope with the increasing 
pressure of work. 

Efficient and experienced em- 
ployees are being recruited for 
the work at this department, 

Omari said at a meeting with the 
heads of various departments. 

Omari said that a plan of action 
should be drawn up to meet the 


expected increase in the volume 
of work during the coming sum- 
mer. when Jordan is flooded by 
expatriates spending holidays, or 
students seeking to travel for 
education. 

“The work volume is also ex- 
pected to increase as more 
citizens will be renewing their 
familv registration books issued 
in 1977 and have now expired, 
Omari said. 

Heads of branches in various 
provinces were also present at the, 
meeting. 


Tomato processing date extended 


KARAK (Petra) — A govern- 
ment derision to extend the op- 
erations of the tomato processing 
plant at Ghor AI Safi in the 
southern Jordan Valley until 
March 15. has greatly helped 
local farmers market their pro- 
ducts. 

The derision has also helped 
stabilise the price of tomatoes in 
general and encouraged produc- 
ers, according to Ghor A] Safi 
marketing centre director Radi 
Tarawnen. 

Tarawneh said that fanners fol- 


lowing the government-set agri- 
cultural patterns system, have 
been turning in more and more 
quantities of tomatoes for the 
market and for processing at the 
plant, benefiting from the exten- 
sion period. 

The centre has been receiving 
nearly 90 tonnes of tomatoes dai- 
ly from local producers this sea- 
son, Tarawnen noted. 

He said that the government 
had decided on the extension to 
enable fanners to sell more of 
their produce and make profit. 


Jordanian housing exhibition 
opens for expatriates in 



ABU DHABI (Petra) — A Jordanian housing 
exhibition has opened in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), to highlight Jordanian housing 
projects and help Jordanian expatriates own homes 
in their home country. 


The exhibition, the second of 
its kind to open in UAE, where 
nearly 50,000 Jordanians reside, 
offers full information about 
housing projects carried out by 
the Housing Corporation and pri- 
vate housing and construction 
companies in the Kingdom. 

Jordanian Ambassador to the 
UAE Zuhair Sakkijha, who 
opened the exhibition here 
Thursday, said that expatriates 
will have the opportunity to own 
their homes without travelling to 
Jordan and without paying down- 
payment on their units. 

Oman Bank here, in coopera- 
tion with the Housing Bank in 
Jordan have made arrangements 
to receive monthly payment by 
the expatriates who want to buy 
their own homes in the Kingdom. 

At least 35 Jordanian construc- 


tion and investment companies, 
along with representatives of the 
Housing Corporation, the Hous- 
ing Bank, the Urban Develop- 
ment Department and the Minis- 
try of Tourism in Jordan, are 
involved in the exhibition, pro- 
viding home designs, housing un- 
its plans and other posters, illus- 
trations, drawings and informa- 
tion about housing in general. 

The first exhibition was held in 
Dubai last week. 

Ureikat returns 

Meanwhile, Minister of Labour 
and Social Development Rashid 
Ureikat returned to Amman 
Thursday, following a visit to 
Saudi Arabia where he inspected 
the conditions of Jordanian ex- 
patriates. 

Ureikat said that Jordanian 


workers enjoy respect and appre- 
ciation of their employers, and 
are proving superior to other 
workers in their different field. 

The minister said he met with 
representatives of these expatri- 
ates and discussed a number of 
matters related to investment and 
development projects in Jordan. 

Talks also covered the estab- 



man expatriates conference in 
Amman last July. 

The housing bank chairman of 
the board ana Director-General 
Zuhair Khouri said here Friday 
that the joint cooperation agree- 
ment, signed between the Hous- 
ing Bank and Oman Bank, was 
within the framework of coopera- 
tion between Arab financial in- 
stitutions and reflected the con- 
tributions of these institutions to 
development projects in the Arab 
Worid. 

Mr. Khouri’s remarks were 
carried Friday by UAE daily 
newspapers on the occasion of 
the Jordanian Housing Exhibi- 


tion. 

“This housing event,” he said, 
‘‘reflects the cooperation of the 
public and private sectors, in 
order to enable Jordanian ex- 
triates own housing units in 
ordan without downpayment.” 

He expressed hope that the 
cooperation agreement with 
Oman Bank will extend to other 
Gulf Arab states to benefit more 
Jordanian expatriates. 

On Thursoav, the Jordanian 
delegation to the housing exhibi- 
tion met with members of the 
Jordanian community in the 
UAE at the Jordanian Expatri- 
ates Club. 

The club’s Chairman, Ahmad 
Al Omari, said the housing ex- 
hibition was “a pioneering step to 
acquaint Jordanian expatriates 
with housing projects and oppor- 
tunities in Jordan." 

A number of Jordanian inves- 
tors. taking pan in the housing 
exhibition, donated funds to the 
club to support its projects, which 
include the setting up of a kinder- 
garten and a school tor Jordanian 
children in UAE. 


Accidents 
claim 27 
lives in 
Balqa 
during 1987 

SALT (Petra) — A total of 955 
road accidents occurred within 
the Balqa governorate during the 
past year, causing the death of 27 
persons and the injury of 685 
others, according to the director 
of Police Department in Salt, 
Colonel Fathi Hmoud. 

Hmoud said his department 
was undertaking programmes for 
orienting the public on safe driv- 


ing, and bolstering cooperation 
between the police and members 
of the public in reducing road 
accidents. 

Hmoud also said that training 
course for the friends of the 
police will continue in 1988. 
Several training courses were 
held last year. 

Also in Salt, the local author- 
ities said that they destroyed un- 
specified quantities of food found 
to be unfit for human consump- 
tion. 

Police sources said the food 
was seized during tours of food 
stores and shops by public safety 
teams. 


Khayyat in Cairo for 
Islamic conference 


CAIRO (Petra) — Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Aziz Al Khayyat has arrived in 
Cairo to take part in an interna- 
tional Islamic conference. 

The conference is scheduled to 
discuss subjects related to Islam, 
propagation of Islam, challenges 
racing the Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries, and above all Israel's inhu- 
man practices against the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories. 


Also on the agenda is the situa- 
tion in mosques around the 
worid, action in the face of chal- 
lenges to the Islamic faith and 
other related topics. 

Twenty Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries are represented at the meet- 
ing which is expected to last five 
days. 

khayyat is accompanied by a 
two-member delegation to the 
Cairo meetings. 



Abdui Aziz Al Khayyat 


72 managers complete 3- week training 


AMMAN (USIA) — Ministry of 
Agriculture Secretary-General 
Salem Ai Lawzi has awarded 
certificates for completing man- 
agement skills training to 72 man- 
agers at a luncheon in their hon- 
our on Feb. 28. 


Each manager attended three 
one-week courses that focused on 
the individual manager, the man- 
agement team, and the total orga- 
nisation. William Berg, a man- 
agement training consultant, con- 
ducted the training which was 
financed under tne Highland 
Agriculture Development Project 
by the United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID). 


In the first training cycle, man- 
agers learned to identify their 
own management styles, ex- 
plored other methods, and made 
plans for improving their effec- 
tiveness. They studied group 
dynamics, motivation, and man- 
agement by objectives. 

The second training cycle fo- 
cused on the management team 
and methods to increase its effec- 
tiveness. Managers applied the 
attributes of excellence of highly 
successful companies and consi- 
dered changes that could make 
them more effective. 

The final training cycle ex- 
amined organisational perform- 
ance in terms of Jordan s overall 
economic, social, and political 


environment. Managers discus- 
sed the ministry's role in the 
larger development programme 
of me government of Jordan, and 
considered how best the ministry 
might achieve its goals. 

Currently, a small task force of 
selected managers is developing 
an organisational statement for 
the ministry. This statement will 
set forth the ministry’s priority 
action plan for the next several 
years as well as describe the 
change that will be made in the 
ministry to facilitate accomplish- 
ment of its programme. 

This organisational statement 
will be completed by mid-May 
and put into operation by early 
summer. 


Haj Hassan 
presides 
over ARC 
board 
meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Transport 
and Communications Minister 
Khaled Al Haj Hassan. who 
is also chairman of the board of 



meeting 

plans for transporting some 3,000 
tonnes of phosphate by train from 
Al Hassa to Aqaba. 

The board also looked into 
plans for renovating the railroad, 
to be carried out in three stages, 
the first of which covers 645 
kilometres and has been com- 
pleted. 

The second stage, which covers 



Transport and Communications Minister Khaled 
Al Haj Hassan Thursday presides over the board 


meeting of the Aqaba Railway Corporation (Petra 
photo) 


some 116.4 kilometres, is under 84 kilometres will be carried out corporations' budget for 19SS and 
construction. at a later date. discussed the proposed organisa- 

The third stage, which covers The council also reviewed the tional chart. 


Health 

workshop 

ends 

AMMAN (Petra) — A five-day 
workshop on health affairs orga- 
nised by the Health Ministry and 
financed by the West German 
government ended in Amman 
Thursday. 

Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh 
attended the last session of the 
workshop. 


40-year-old 
man commits 
suicide 

AMMAN — A 40-year-old man, 
identified only as A.Sh. commit- 
ted suicide in Shmeisani Thurs- 
day, by firing his gun on his chest, 
according to a report in Al Dus- 
tour Arabic daily. 


Loose dogs — a menace in Abdoim 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Residents of the 
posh area of Abdoun should 
think twice before venturing out 
of their homes unarmed, against 
a possible attack by one of several 
unleashed German shepherds, 
occasionally seen loose in the 
area. 

This state of affairs has de- 
veloped into a state of near panic 
followinga recent incident when 
a huge German shepherd went 
berserk, attacked and killed one of 
two house pets who were being 
walked on a lead by their owner. 

The owner, Ms. Anneiie Nas- 
sar, tells of the "crime” with 
shock and bitterness. “It was like 
a nightmare. I was walking my 
two puppies in the neighbour- 
hood when this huge dog stood in 
front of us-and charged us. I tried 
to save both my dogs, but by the 
time I pulled die leash of the first 


pet, the German shepherd had 
pierced its teeth into the other 
killing it instantly,” Sam, the dog, 
was eight year* when he was 
killed. 

. It was not a dog, Ms. Nassar 
said of the "assailant” animal; “it 
was a real monster. I am clad my 
child was not with me when the 
incident occurred because he 
would have been mortally hurt 
should he have tried to save the 
pets." 

“I was shocked bv the immedi- 
ate impact. I wanted to take the 
carcass of my little dog. which 
was carried by the German 
shepherd into what I later came 
to know was its owner's house,” 
Ms. Nassar told the Jordan 
Times. 

‘To my surprise, a domestic 
labourer, working with the family 
owning the dog, held the carcass 
in his two hands and put in front 
of me without saying a world," 
she said. The owners of the dog 


did not even take responsibility 
for their doc's action. 

“This is riot all.” Ms. Nassar 
added. Another resident in the 
same neighbourhood "saw his 
dog mauled in front of his eyes, 
then draeged away bv ihc attack- 
er (o us hbmegrountf. It look the 
owners three “hours to pull the 
remains of the killed pet from the 
dog's zone.” 

“Many people seem to want 
the meanest, strongest killer dog 
to guard their properly” ignoring 
the potential dangers posed to 
their neighbours, passers-by and 
even their own children, she said. 

Ms. Nassar suggests drafting 
immediate legislation to hold 
owners of virions docs and 
dangerous house pets fcily-liablc 
for any such incidents involving 
iheir pets. 

Veterinarian Nathmi Abdul- 
lah, who performed a pmt-co;- 
tem on the killed do?, billed the 
killer dog as a “rc4l trained" pet 


Jy* <*■*-* I 
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ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Friday’s 

AJRai: Shamir says NO 

-HOURS before the arrival of U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz 
in occupied Jerusalem. Israel's Prime Minister Yitzhak" Shamir 
announced that there will be no settlement with the Arabs except 
within the context of the Camp David agreements. This statement 
implies that Israel will reject any ideas by the American secretary on 
resolving the Middle East issue . and wilf adhere to its own version of 
autonomy rule for the Palestinians. This is clearly a sign to the United 
States, which has embarked on a mission to revive the peace process, 
that Israel rejects in advance any bid fora lasting and comprehensive 
settlement for the Arab-Israeli conflict. Such statements are bound to 
maintain tension in the region and kill any chance for peace which is 
sought by the Arabs and the world community through an interna- 
tional conference attended by all concerned parties and the U.N. 
Security Council members. Israel continues to reject bids for 
swapping land for peace and the recognition of the Palestinian 
people's rights in their homeland. No one can predict the outcome of 
Shultz's renewed mission in the Middle East, but one can expect no 
end to Israel's intransigence and aggressive policy in the light of 
Shamir's latest statement. 

AI Dustour: Shultz pursues ‘mission’ 

THERE is no harm in allowing U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz to renew his mission in the Middle East although he might be 
confronted by the same adamant Israeli position and intransigence. 
Shultz who conducted a first round of talks with leaders of Israel and 
the Arab World last week, realises for sure that it is Israel which is 
placing obstacles in the path of his mission by refusing any bid for a 
lasting peace in the Middle East region. Shultz had heard the views of 
the Arab leaders about a lasting settlement and there is no doubt be 
will be given similar views and answers during his new tour. King 
Hussein who met Shultz in London presented the Arab Nation’s 
views about a settlement and emphasised the Arab countries’ 
demand for an international peace conference to include all 
concerned parties and the U.N. Security Council's permanent 
members. The King made it clear that the responsibility for achieving 
peace lies with the United States, the Soviet Union and the rest of the 
international commuity, and that the Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338 should form the basis for any settlement at such 
conference. 


SawtAJShaab: Israel goes extreme 

AS the world community continues to demand a comprehensive 
peace for the Middle East, the occupied Arab territories continue to 
face violence resulting from Israel's oppression and an escalation of 
the actions of Zionist settlers against the Arab population. Extremist 
elements in Israel have been encouraged by their government's 
actions and inhuman treatment of the Arabs, and have been carrying 
out attacks on the Arabs and terrorist activity within the Arab 
territory. These extremists believe in terrorism and expansionism as a 
method in dealing with the Arabs and achieving Zionist objectives. 
But their action has brought about more criticism to the Shamir 
government and more splits within the Israeli society. These 
extremists were instrumental in prompting condemnation of Israel’s 
actions by the international community and world organisations 
which support the Arab call for an international conference. Shamir 
who is facing a crisis in Israel has blamed Jordan for the black of 
progress towards peace. But it is a well-known fact that it is Jordan 
which is seeking the help of the international community to achieve 
peace. Shamir's allegations will not help Israel, neither will the 
terrorist activities enable Israel to impose its will on the Arabs. 

Thursday’s 

AI Ra V; Uprising escalates 

IT has become dear that the Palestinian uprising is not a temporary 
event but rather a continued form of struggle by the Arab people 
living under Israel's occupation. This means that the uprising is 
expected to continue and escalate in the face of Israel's oppression 
with the hope of achieving freedom for the Arab inhabitants. In the 
light of these developments, we hope that the Arab countries will 
rally to help their brethren who are now shouldering a serious 
responsibility of liberating Arab land. Needless to say that Jordan's 
insistence on holding an international conference and its rejection of 
any bilateral solution for the Arab-Israeli problem has been clearly 
displaying the Arab Nation's commitment to assist the Palestinians in 
their struggle to regain their rights. This honourable stand is bound to 
give momentum to the uprising and enhance ail Arab attempts to 
enable the Palestinian people to achieve their objectives. The 
Palestinian people have been able to present to the world a true 
picture of an honourable struggle by offering sacrifice and continuing 
efforts and the endeavours for liberation. We hope that these efforts 
will be crowned with success in the end. 


AI Dustour: Uprising proves Israel's 
impotence 

THE uprising in the occupied Arab land presented the Israelis with a 
real challenge, and it seems to have proved Israel's impotence to put 
down the rebellion and end the violence. Israel’s incapability to deal 
with the situation is being made evident everyday with the escalation 
of this uprising, and as more people fail martyrs in defence of their 
land and freedom. This uprising has made Israel understand that its 
occupation of Arab land is becoming more and more costly and 
uncomfortable, for the Israeli rulers; and that the Israeli society will 
be paying the price of the long occupation of Arab land. This' very 
bitter truth has been behind divisions within the Israeli society and its 
leadership, with no answers in sight. Therefore the continuation of 
the uprising and the failure of Israel in containing the violence are 
bound to bring more and more trouble to the Israeli leaders and more 
embarrassment and insecurity for the Israeli society. 


Sudan faces tough choices 


By Hamza Hendawi 

Reuter 

KHARTOUM — Most roads in 
Sudan are either unpaved or 
cracking up. The phone system is 
prone to chronic breakdowns. 
Power cuts are frequent and occa- 
sionally last for days. 

For those lucky enough to own 
a vehicle, petrol is scarce. During 
most of January, motorists 
queued for up to 12 hours to 
collect a week’s ration — four 
gallons (18 litres). 

An acute shortage of foreign 
currency and import restrictions 
have helped create one of the 
world’s most elaborate and diver- 
sified black markets. 

Everyday life in Khartoum re- 
flects Sudan's economic plight 
and in the south the situation is 
more critical. More than three 
million people will need massive 
aid this year because of drought 
and a four-year-old war against 
rebels. 

Many ordinary Sudanese 
blame their hardships on foreign- 
inspired economic recipes. But 
bankers and Western economics 
said the government would soon 
have to take more unpopular 
decisions to keep the goodwill of 
creditors. 

They said Sudan would- again 
be asked to devalue its currency 
at a meeting of donors and credi- 
tors in Paris in May. 

The World Bank-hosted group 
will also seek further liberalisa- 
tion of the debt-laden economy 
and the privatisation or stream- 
lining of unprofitable state enter- 
prises. 

“They are not going to get 
anywhere near commitments for 
fresh aid unless they make a 
commitment to a more realistic 
exchange rate.” said one of the 
economists attached to the emba- 
sies of major creditors. 

Mahdi willing 

Last October Sudan devalued 
its pound by 44 per cent and 
raised petrol' and sugar prices as 
part of a reform package agreed 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

A wave of protests left at least 
six people dead and drove up 
consumer prices and the doUar's 
value on the black market. 

But bankers and economists 
believe Prime Minister Sadeq AI 
Mahdi’s government has the poli- 
tical will to risk fresh unrest for 
the sake of further economic re- 
forms which would bring in 
much-needed loans and grants. 

“The government is very se- 
rious about continuing with the 
reforms it started. It is also will- 


ing to adjust the exchange rate 
but we shall have to see how it 
copes with the social costs,” one 
economist said. 

Since devaluation, the pound’s 
official exchange rate has been 
4.5 to the dollar, less than half the 
back market rate. 

Finance Minister Beshir Omar 
has said talks with an IMF delega- 
tion in early Febniary did not 
cover specific policies on the ex- 
change rate. He said the calks 
were not aimed at new policies 
but were' rather an assessment of 
economic performance. 

But Omar's statements did lit- 
tle to abate popular fears of what 
the IMF might have in store. 

A host of problems caused by 
years of mismanagement, wide- 
scale corruption, a crumbling in- 
frastructure and black marketeer- 
ing have fuelled fears of foreign 
economic recipes. 

Sudan got its first standby cre- 
dits from the IMF in 1978. 

Slogans such as “we shall not 
be ruled by the IMF’ and “down 
with the IMF and the World 
Bank” have since been a hall- 
mark of anti-government pro- 
tests. 

Omar was asked recently to 
comment on opposition claims 
that he was selling out to the 
IMF. 

“I personally have basic re- 


servations about the IMF as a 
body but there exists a necessity 
for one to be realistic. It is no use 
to anybody to have rosy dreams 
that cannot bo applied in reality,” ' 
he said. 

“I shall go along and have no 
objections if the Sudanese people 
decide that the fund should go to 
hell.” 

Omar said the IMF delegates 
believed progress had been made 
in boosting government re- 
venues and cutting spending. 

Creditors and aid donors are 
also encouraged by plans to 
streamline the state railway au- 
thority and Sudan Airways, both 
greatly overstaffed and deep in 
the red for years. 

The World Bank has agreed to 
finance a $70-miUion railway prog- 
ramme which would double 
capacity by 1990 but cost hun- 
dreds of jobs. 

$12b debt 

The government last year 
turned the national air carrier 
into a company, with shares due 
to be offered to the public. 

The cautious attempts to slim 
down bloated state firms have 
sparked an outcry from the trade 
unions and opposition parties. 
But economists said creditors 
were willing to mobilise some 
funds to mitigate the social costs 


of reforms. 

Sudan wants 40 years to repay 
its foreign debt of nearly $12 
billion, with interest rates frozen' 
at current levels. 

Economists and bankers said it 
owed $770 million in arrears to 
the IMF, $1.9 billion to 126 com- 
mercial banks grouped in the 
so-called “London Club” and ab- 
out $2.7 billion to Western gov- 
ernment creditors in the Paris 
Club. 

Nearly $3 billion is owed to the 
Soviet bloc or the Arab World 
and the rest to multilateral 
sources. 

Sudan, supposed to pay nearly 
$1 billion this fiscal year in prin- 
cipal and interest, has not been 
able to meet payments fully since 
the early 1980s. 

“I sincerely doubt that any of 
Sudan's creditors hopes to get all 
his money back,” one banker 
said. 

But he said creditor commer- 
cial banks would be prepared to 
write off the $1.9 billion if they 
were to receive a reasonable pay- 
ment, perhaps as little as $200 
million. 

“We are willing to do some 
very creative thinking on the debt 
question. But before we do that, 
we want to be absolutely certain 
that the country is on a recovery 
path," the senior diplomat of a 
major creditor nation said. 



And the drought only adds to the coautry's political and economic problems (File photo) 


Panama conflict shows 
diminished U.S. clout in S. America 


By Bernd Debusmann 

Reuter 

PANAMA CITY — The conflict 
between Panama and the United 
States is the latest example of 
Washington’s limited success in 
driving defiant Latin American 
leaders from power. 

Panama's Manuel Antonio 
Noriega, Nicaragua’s Daniel 
Ortega. Chile's Aueusto 
Pinochet, and Paraguay's Alfredo 
Stroessner have all defied 
attempts by President Ronald 
Reagan's administration to make 
them yield power. 

Fide] Castro remains undis- 
puted ruler of Cuba despite 
efforts to oust him by successive 
U.S. administrations, including a 
U.S.-backed military invasion, an 
economic blockade, and bizarre 
CIA assassination plans. 

Washington's support for milit- 
ary governments to maintain sta- 
bility in the region changed in the 
late 1970s and the United States 
credits itself with helping to bring 
about the swing to democracy 
through the 1980s. 

But democracy has made U.S. 
relations with Latin America 
more difficult as the new govern- 
ments broke away from the rigid 


U.S. succeeds in Grenada - strain, there is still no sign of the 


anti-Communism of their prede- 
cessors and sought to assert their 
independence from Washington. 

In Panama, Washington has 
denied that it encouraged a move 
latt week to oust armed forces 
chief General Noriega, indicted 
in U.S. courts for alleged involve- 
ment in cocaine trafficking and 
corruption. 

But many Panamanians 
thought it was more than mere 
coincidence that figurehead Pres- 
ident Eric Arturo Delvalle had 
talks with U.S. Assistant Secret- 
ary of State Elliot Abrams before 
announcing last week he had de- 
cided to dismiss Noriega. 


Delvalle’s move misfired. The 
legislative assembly instead fired 
him and* left the ’military chief 
firmly in control. 

Latin America's left still por- 
trays the United States as a near- 
omnipotent octopus, its tentacles 
reaching into the continent's ev- 
ery nook and cranny. 

But U.S. influence has eroded 
steadilysince the days when Pres- 
ident Theodore Roosevelt’s re- 
cipe for dealing with the area was 
“walk softly and carry a big 
stick”. The Reagan administra- 
tion, some of its critics say, tends 
to talk loudly and wield a small 
stick. 

Since Reagan took office in 
19S1 promising to “make Amer- 
ica great again", the tiny Carib- 
bean island of Grenada has been 
the sole case in which the United 
States has imposed its will on a 
country in the Western Hemis- 
phere. 

In October, 1983, U.S. marines 
landed in Grenada to crush a 
Marxist government which had 
taken power in a bloody coup. 

With Grenada virtually unde- 
fended, success was a foregone 
conclusion. 

Elsewhere in Latin America, 
the Reagan administration has 
relied on military proxy forces 
and diplomatic, economic and 
political pressure to try to remove 
governments it considers unpalat- 
able. 

But nine months before the 
U.S. presidential election, it 
appears increasingly likely that 
the chief targets of’U.S. ire will 
still be in office when Reagan 
retires. 

Nicaragua has withstood a 
trade embargo, political pressure 
and six years of bloody insurgent 
war financed by tne United 
States. 

Although the economy is under 


popular uprising against the San- 
dinista National Liberation Front 
(FSLN) which Washington offi- 
cials predicted during the first 
major insurgent offensive in 

In Panama, Noriega continues 
to enjoy support from the 16,000- 
strong defence forces, the domi- 
nant Revolutionary Democratic 
Party (PRD), and wide sectors of 
the rural poor. 


Further south, Latin America’s 
last remaining right-wing military 
dictators appear to have more to 
fear from old age than from 
Washington. 

Pinochet and Stroessner, both 
in their 70s, have paid scant 
attention to U.S. statements “de- 

E loring” that Chile and Paraguay 
ave been bypassed by changes 
that brought democracy to much 
of -Latin America over the past 
decade. 


The Day On The Gaza 


By Mike Maggio 

They were tired , 

They bad waited twenty years. 

Too many bouses bad firikn 
too many olive groves destroyed. 

The songs of Fairuz 
veiled their patient tongues. 

The barbwire fence 
encaged the camps 
Eke a prison. 

.That day on the Gaza 

the children were playing in the broken gutter. 

The men in kufDyyas 
were waiting restlessly 
for their bus to the quarries. 

There was a woman in Mack 
squatting on the sidewalk. 

She was selling traits and herbs. 

She was washing her wares 
in her quiet tears. 

A young boy picked up an angry stone. 

Then the soldiers came 
then there was wailing 
then the sounds of silence died. 

Give me a stone. 

/ don’t need no gun. 

Guns were made 

by the bands of the warden. 

Stones were made 
by the band of God. 

Give me a stone. 

/ will GU up your sky. 

The sky is a place 
that has no limits. 

Freedom is a tree 
that never dies. 

Mike Maggio is an .American poei and writer who currently works 
as the academic director or ELSI, English Language Services 
International. Amman. 


They want recognition 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) is seeking politic- 
al gains in return for allowing 
Palestinian leaders from the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
to meet U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz, Palestinian 
sources say. 

On PLO orders, 15 Palestinian 
leaders boycotted an invitation to 
meet Shultz on his Middle East 
peace shuttle this week but 
efforts continue to arrange talks 
‘if , 4 a£ axp^d^,’ M 'returns’ fo the' 
area later this; week; ' 

“Secretary Shultz wants to 
meet Palestinians because he be- 
lieves they should be involved in 
the peace process,” U.S. consu- 
late spokesman David Good said 
alter the planned meeting last 
Friday collapsed. 

The official reason for the snub 
was that new U.S. peace propos- 
als omitted any Palestinian right 
to self-determination or state- 
hood and ignored the PLO. 

Palestinian sources said the 
proposed talks were effectively 
vetoed by local underground orga- 
nisers of the anti-Israeli uprising 
in the occupied territories, in 
which 79 Palestinians were shot 
dead by the Israeli army and 
nearly 1,000 have been injured 
since December 9. 

“The street would not allow 
it,” said Birzeit University pro- 
fessor Sari Nusseibeh, believed to 
have been on Shultz’s unpub- 
lished guest list. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat has 
since authorised a group of sup- 
porters from the occupied terri- 
tories to meet Shultz on certain 
conditions, the sources said. 


The group should comprise 
only those nominated by the 
PLO. including some hardline 
leftists, and it should include 
Palestinians abroad who are 
members of the Palestine Nation- 
al Council (the PLO’s parlia- 
ment-in-exile). they said. 

They named the internal lead- 
ers chosen as deposed Hebron 
Mayor Mustafa Natshe, Gaza 
lawyer Faez Abu Rahme, the 
head of the Gaza Red Crescent 
Society, Dr. Haidar Abdul Shafi. 
Birzeit University President Gabi 
Baramakl, West Bank trade un- 
Jon leader JShgjjqj; Sajpd . and v ,Al 
puds n e.w spa per L - editor 
-Mahmoud Abu Zuluf. 

Diaspora represented 

The two representatives of the 
Palestinian diaspora were named 
as professors Edward Said and 
Ibrahim Abu Lughod, both of 
whom teach in the United States 
and are U.S. citizens. 

Abdul Shafi and Sa’ad are re- 
garded as hardliners, while Said 
and Abu Lughod are both mem- 
bers of the PNC. 

The list was designed to reas- 
sure both West Bank and Gaza 
street activists wan' of a cave-in 
and Palestinians in the diaspora 
who fear a U.S. -brokered solu- 
tion that would ignored the aspir- 
ations of Palestinian exiles, the 
sources said. 

They said the PLO would pre- 
fer the meeting to take place 
outside the occupied territories, 
to underline Palestinian inde- 
pendence from Israel. 

U.S. officials would not say 
how far Shultz was prepared to 
meet these conditions, but one 
diplomat said privately that the 
secretary would not be “jerked 
around"’ bv the PLO. 
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. By YwhBoDED lino 

Rcuter 

TOKYO — Fbr those who say 
Japan is becoming too rich for its 
own good,bere is some snore 
evidence; Tbe latest, fed is food 
ganySedwith .real goJd. 

Restamantsare sprmklinggold 
flakes on food or wrapping ft in 
. gold leaf to create rare oelicacies: 
.Gold omelette, gdd rice halls, 
gold ice rreanrand even gold 
-eariy. ■•.•-i ; r'. . 

Gold flakes or thin wafers of 
gold leafarealsa being used to 
brighten up Japan's most cele- 
brated -cuisine ; — you can have 
gold sushi (raw fish and rice) 
washed down with gold sake (rice 
wme). ■ 

It is the kind of thing that most 
appeals to the nouveau riche, and 
there are -lots-of them around in 
Japan these days. 

“I eat gold sushi regularly be- 
cause it looks beautiful and I 
heard .ifr good. for health,” the 
owner of a building firm said. 
“Eating it makes me feel satis- 
fied.” . 

Jufen, a Chinese restaurant in 
western _ Japan . offers longevity 
noodles made of Korean ginseng 

3 nbodles and gold flakes at 
yen ($15) a howl. 

.“Gold is good for yoor health 
and. it gets rid of . impurities, in 
your blood,” said the restaurant 
owner. 

Doctors are linsnre whether 
eating gold is good or bad for you 
— the consensus seems to be. that 
it has no parricnlar effect at all. 

Gold compounds are used in 
some modern Western medi- 


cines, especially to treat rheumat- 
ism and asthama, according to 
medical texts. 

But Tetsu Kariya, a comic wri- 
. ter who likes to introduce new 
foods in his works, believes that 
gold has no value either as food 
or medicine. 

8 Kilos Eaten 

I "Some people have the illusion 
that the value of food is increased 
by adding gold to it, because the 
Japanese traditionally have a 
longing for gold,” he said. “Gold 
is tasteless in the mouth and gives 
only an unpleasant sensation on 
the tongue." 

Gold leaf manufacturers are 
benefiting from tbe boom. 

A maker in Kanazawa north- 
west of Tokyo, where 98 per cent 
of Japan's gold leaf is produced, 
said that in 1987 the company 
sold more than eight kg of gold 
flake to be eaten, over 40 per cent 
more than 1986. 

'This fed was initiated by res- 
taurant owners who found out 
that gold flakes were a conve- 
nient way of enhancing the value 
of their food and drink,” one 
manufacturer said 

“Restaurant owners felt they 
could draw potential customers* 
attention at relatively low cost, 
since gold flakes appear to have 
more volume than they do actual 
weight.” 

At Inabo Sushi, a Sushi res- 
taurant in Chiba near Tokyo 
whose menu includes a wide 
range of gold-garnished foods, 
three or four dishes of gold sushi 
are sold a day, at 5,000 yen ($40) 
each, the owner Sezfcfn Ohmura 



JTV Channel 2 Preview 


Satofco Wakebe of Tokyo tries a 
piece of raw yeQow-taif fish gar- 
nished with real gold. Adding gold 
flakes to food is tbe latest food fad 
in Japan (Reuter) 


Sat. — March 5, 1988 

8:30 Married with Children 
Where's the Boss? 

When the jet-set owner of the 
shoe store where A1 works is in a 
near-fatal airplane crash, A1 de- 
cides that it's time to get some 
recognition from his boss or quit 
his job. 

9:00 Variety Show 

10:20 Feature Film 

Sun. — March 6, 1988 

8:30 Farrington 

Every Time We Say Goodbye 


said. 

“Gold flairs is so thin, we had Promotion and transfer to a bet- 
problems wrapping the sushi in it ter posing are at last in view for 
when we started in Jnly last Harriet, until a senior member of 
year, but we’ve got the irnarlr her staff is arrested for espionage. 

g“f usually contains factor at Work 

about four per cent silver and 0.6 Abbado 

per cent copper. The presence of One part documentary 
copper, which in some com- 
pounds can be harmful, is seen as This film traces a ye 
a problem by some experts. of Claudio Abbado, 

“Even if the amount is small, most distinguished o 
we cannot neglect the fact there is younger musical 
copper (in the gold flake), so the showing nim at wc 
ministry of health and welfare rehearsal and on the^ 
should consider action," said ft> H n so * n . e °* 1 
Keishi Amano, a food hygiene enuneat mu $‘«aDS- 

expenat the Tokyo University of jfcje Secret Arm] 

A ministry official said that »» . 

gold Sake was classified as a Mon - — Marcl 
natural food additive and there #lM . v „ . 

were almost no controls over its , „ , 

A Personal Problem 

But Kariya for one thinks the . 

gold-munching craze has gone far 9:10 Vanity Fair 
enough. 


This film traces a year in the life 
of Claudio Abbado, one of the 
most distinguished conductors of 
the younger musical generation, 
showing nim at work both in 
rehearsal and on the concert plat- 
form wife some of today's most 
eminent musicians. 

10:28 Secret Army 

Mon. — March 7, 1988 

8:30 Are You Being Served 
A Personal Problem 


9:10 Standby... Light! 
Camera! Action! 

Special effects are used in films to 
create illusions. They can be 
achieved through many means: 
Eerie lighting, specially made 
costumes, unusual make-up, and 
even computer graphics. 

10:20 Murder She Wrote 
Corned Beef and Canape 

11:10 Three’s Company 

Wed. — March 9, 1988 

8:30 Sweet Surrender 

9:00 Doc. — Wefl Being 
Getting Into Shape 

Does fit mean healthy? If it does, 
which type of exercise makes ns 
fitter? These are just some of the 
questions which The Sunday 
Times Getting in Shape project 
hoped to answer when it com- 
pared fee results of aerobic (jog- 
ging) versus anaerobic (body- 
building) exercise. 

9:35 Tales of tbe Unexpected 
The Verger 


9:10 Vanity Fair 


“This boom is stupid and sym- 
bolises the stupidity of the 
Japanese. I want people to stop it 
right now,” he said. 


A cake to dream about 


Eating what you tike without suffering tbe penalties of clogged 
arteries and being overweight is drawing evernearer to reality. Tuve 
Cookson and Louise Koboe report 


THE gfottoa ’sdream — a cream 
cake containing almost no calor- 
ies — isxqming closer to reality: 
Recent advances m food technol- 
ogy have produced calorie-free 
‘ -substitute ; fort fat, flour tgnd 
sugar, and it should soon Tie 
posable to combine them wife a 
drop of artificial flavouring and 
colour ttr bake noinfattenmg 
cakes, biscuits and breath 
An important goal of research 
by fee international food industry 
is to reduce the energy content of 
fattening foods without affecting 
fear taste- and appearance. But 
\ariy radical innovation faces for- 
midable obstacles from regula- 
ftory authorities,- backed by con- 
sumer advocates who. are con-, 
cerned about the long-term 
health effect of changes w- feet. 

The two fat .substitutes 
announced within the last year in 
fee U.S. — Simplesse by NntraS- 
weet, a Monsanto subsidiary, and 
Olestra by Procter and Gamble 
— have both ran into regnlatory 
difficulties. : 

Simplesse ismade by a process 
called microparticuiation, in 
which natural proteins from milk 
or egg-white are heated until they 
coagulate and are then formed 
into tiny round particles. When 
. mixed wife water.feese tiny beads 
of protein roll easily' over each 
other, creating fee same rich and 
creamy sensation in the mouth as 
fat But Simplesse contains only 
15 per cent of fee calories found 
in real fat 

.-Fbrbidden goofees snch as ice- 
creaflt butter, cheese andcreamy 
salad dressings could be included 
' Vjn .a “kw-caT diet if they were 
mad e wife Simplesse, NutraS- 
weet claims. . 

Because it contains only natu- . 
-^ial ingredients which are generai- 
considered safe,, fee company 
"announced Smplesse in January 
rt. without submitting it to fee U.S. 
-Food. and. Drug Administration 
(FDA) for approval. NutraSweet 
hoped to -beat competitors to 
-market by bypassing the lengthy 

■ FDA regnlatory process. That 
-.turned ont to be a trig mistake. 

'. . FDA commissioner Frank 

Young angrily threatened to seize 
any products launched wife Sim- 
piesse. Within hours, NutraSweet 
. capitulated and submitted Sim- 
• -".pfesse for review^ - - 
Although nutritionists have no 
evidence feat Simplesse is unsafe, 
some have expressed concern ab- 
out the effect it and other fat 
subrtitutes could have on peo- 
pled eating habits. For example, 
gice-cream contains fewer xaior- 
ies fean fruit, will more people 
xhbpse the less-nutritious ice- 

■ cream and miss out on the vjta- 
. . mfns and fibre in fruit? However, 

•fee impact of Simplesse on diet 
"w© be fimited by the fact that it 
breaks down when heated,, so it 
■Caimot be cooked. 


On the other hand, Procter and “V* 01 T 
Gamble’s Olestra is heat-stable dail 7 PT 0 ™ 
and therefore has a far wider ^ replace 
range of applications. It can be H.S. — Fm 

•used as a cooking ‘oil for frying. 

and could replace a large propor- A I A 
tion of the undesirable saturated l . I M 
fat in processed foods. \-/i/ i 

Ole^ra is a synthetic chemical, 
known technically as a socrose By 1 

polyester, manufactured from 7 ^ A 

sugar and edible oils. Because 
thB tjperf mQleculedMSnot WASfflNG 
. occur in nature, our bodies lack A _ 

fee enzymes to digest it. So, when haveteamU 
eaten, Olestra passes straight <^—3 ^ 
through fee body without bong Union! whil 
digested. It is a genuinely calorie- the tomato, 
free food, unlike Simolesse . 

Procter andGamble petitioned . 

.fee* FDA last May to approve fee. United. 
Olestra as a food additive and it 
has since sought approval in __ nci 

several other countries. The com- * 

pan? ays: “Its safety has been fo,md on Al 
confirmed by theresults of broad- 
ly-based scientific studies span- ; 

nine 20 years of research.” 

• But some consumer groups, ‘ 
such as the U.S. Centre for Sden- )Q£.v H'- 
ce in fee Public Interest and the ni jj 
U.K. London Food Commission, dDllli! 
have challenged those studies. 

In a letter to Frank Young, exchange fo 
Michael Jacobson of fee Centre Shultz, as 
for Science in the Public Interest said: “We u 
says: “The tests performed on working.” 
Olestra to date are at best in- Standing t 
adequate and more likely indicate Gurion intei 
that humans consuming the side Tel Avi 
addictive would increase their * or ‘ g 00 ® j® 
risk of cancer and other health , aDd 
problems. 1 * 

Jacobson points out feat peo- *Sded Is^e! 
pie would eat Olestra m far larger “Our talks’ 

quantities than most other aodi- useful aud pr 
lives. He predicts feat Olestra “I hop?. Tm 
will not win FDA approval for 001 < ^F ort5 ‘ c 
many years, while Simplesse will ^ ^ 
be on fee market "within two wbolebeartedl 
years perhaps.” . prime minute 

Other food* manufacturers are A spokeso 
responding with understandable Shultz ‘presei 
caution.^Jnifever, the world’s 

largest -producer of edible fate, is 

carrying out long-term health | ran 1 -, 
tests wife its own sucrose polyes- ' 1 f lie 
ter fat substitute, according to tbe 
company’s spokesman, Michael peoph 

Haynes.. “There are still tracer- B ral 

tainties about the long-term night I sawn 
.effect of sucrose .and polyesters my hotel wu 
on the gastrointestinal tract,” m fr° m fe e ’ 
Mr. Haynes says. But if Olestra is f ew seconfe 
approved for human consump- European b 
tion, Unilever could launch a say? ; 

similar product of Hs own. three missile 

Meanwhile, Unilever has P 0115 centre 
quietly introduced new, low- at making J 
calorie fat- substitutes into two resolution o 
“low-fat spreads” sold by its Van Dot weste 
den Bergh subsidiary m Europe. Gulf said t 
Defight — marketed onfy in Bri- diplomatical 
tain — contains m emulsion of wavering 01 
water and milk j. teins which is embargo agj 
somewhat similar to Simplesse. the campaig 
Latta — on sale in Britain, back rat. 
Sweden, Germany and: The A military 
Netherlands ~ has a' different dad told Re 
emulsion of water and gelatin. missle Frid; 


The Unilever products are less 
sensitive to heat than Simplesse 
so they can withstand light cook- 
ing. But they can replace only 
some of the fiat in margarine or 
dairy products, while Simplesse 
can replace all fee fat. 

U.S. — Financial Tunes feature, j 


10:20 Feature Film 
No Greater Gift 

This is a story of an intimate 
friendship between two patients 
in a hospital. One of them is a 
boy (Nick) who suffers from a 
cancerous tumour in fee brain, 
and the other room-mate lives on 
an artificial kidney apparatus 
waiting for a donation of a kidney 
from others. 

Tue. — March 8, 1988 

8 JO No Place Like Home 


(Richard Briers) andMflly (Patri- 
cia Routledge), an elderly couple 
who have for many years been 
faithful employees of their local 
church. When a new priest ar- 
rives, he plans radical changes 
which do not indude Albert and 
Milly. However, losing their job 
at the church turns out to be a 
real stroke of luck! 

10:20 Nancy Wake 

New mini-senes 

Starring: 

Noni Hatzeflrarest 
John Waters 
Patrick Ryecart 

Nancy Wake was Australian by 
birth. But she fought side by side 
with fee Maquis to free France 
from a foreign oppressor. Her 
love of her adopted country was 
inspired by marriage. Her love of 
freedom sprang from first hand 
experience of Nazi tyranny in 
Vienna. Now, for tbe first time 
ever a television story is told in a 



Nancy Wake: Shane Briant stars as Mqjor Her mann Kroil, Wednesdays at 10:20 
stirring miniseries which recre- The unlikely romance between love finds a way. 


stirring miniseries which recre- 
ates me romance, drama and 
tragedy of Nancy Wake’s wartime 
exploits. 


Thur. — March 10, 1988 

8:30 Kate and Allle 

9:10 Rags to Riches 

10:20 Feature Film 
Continental Divide 

Starring: 

John Behrshi 
Blair Brown 


lbe unlikely romance petween 
John Belusni as a hard-bitten 
columnist on fee Chicago Sunday 
Tunes (whose speciality is un- 
covering local political scandals), 
and Blair Brown as an ornitho- 
logist living in the Rocky Moun- 
tains (her speciality is avoiding 
inquisitive newspapermen) was 
charted with fair-to-middling re- 
sults in Continental Divide. The 
couple meet when a story Belushi 
is working on about a corrupt 
alderman gets too hot to handle, 
and he is sent away from his usual 
beat to interview bird lady 
Brown. Despite the clash of their 
veiy different personalities and 
totally opposed environments. 


LlwLl 

iday Fri. — March 11, 1988 

un- 
ite), 8:30 Growing Pains 
too- Broadway Bound 
>un- 

Mike cuts school for a day with 
his friend Monica, to go to New 
Jr~ York 'and audition for a Broad- 

iLhi wa > ,p,a y- 

JjjPj 9:10 Magnum 
suai 

ady 10:20 Falcon Crest 
heir 

and 11:10 Some Mothers Do Have 
rats. them. 


CIA-USDA study compares U.S., Soviet diets 


By Don Kendall 

Tbe Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The CIA 
and the Agriculture Department 
have teamed up to report feat the 
cabbage is king in fee Soviet 
Union, while Americans bow to 
fee tomato. 

The study of food supplies in 
fee United States and tbe Soviet 
Union says that radish and carrot 
tops are common fare among 
Soviet consumers but are rarely 
found on American grocery lists. 


Bnt then, the United States has 
fee sweet potato while tbe Soviet 
Union doesn’t. 

On the other hand, fee overall 
nutrient levels in fee two nations 
are not too far apart. On fee 
average, fee Soviet Union sup- 
plies about 3,200 calories per day 
to each citizen, compared wife 
3,500 for the average American. 

Protein availability, at an aver- 
age of 100 grammes per day, is a 
tossup. But Americans have 
more fat and cholesterol in their 
food supply, while Soviets get 
more carbohydrates. 


The study was conducted by 
fee CIA and fee Department of 
Agriculture (DA) human nutri- 
tion information service. The re- 
port was published in the latest 
National Food Review, a quarter- 
ly magazine of fee department’s 
economic research service. 

A 16-year period, 1965 to 1981, 
was used in fee study. Informa- 
tion about Soviet per capita food 
use was sapphed by fee CIA’s 


port said. The USDA agency 
drew on extensive food statistics 
kept on Americans. 


Tbe report cautioned that the 
food use statistics for both coun- 
tries were derived mathematically 
from production, exports, im- 
ports, year-end inventories and 
other annual figures. 

Differences, similarities 

But within those limitations, 
analysts said fee study “reveals 
some interesting differences and 
similarities” between fee United 
States and fee Soviet Union. 

“For instance, sources of food 
energy differed,” fee report said. 


“Carbohydrate provided most of among Soviet vegetables, while 
fee energy in fee Soviet food lettuce was second in fee United 
supply, while carbohydrate and States, followed by cucumbers, 
fat provided almost equal propor- The per capita use of foods in 
tions in the U.S. supply. Protein nine major categories increased 
provided the same proportion in between 1965 and 1981 in the 
both countries.” Soviet Union. Those included 

poultry, eggs, fruit, fish, veget- 
Cabbage able fats, dairy products, veget- 

ables, sugars and sweeteners, ana 
“Among the Soviet vegetables, meat, 
cabbage ranked number one," At fee same time, the United 
the report said. “Soviet use States gained in tbe use of meat, 
reached 66 pounds (30 kilos) per poultry, vegetable fats, and 
capita in 1981. compared with 55 sugars and sweeteners, the report 
pounds (25 kilos) lo years earlier, said. Potato and grain use de- 
li. S. use stayed at aoont 10 or 12 dined in the Soviet Union, while 
pounds (4.5-5.4 kilos).” the use of animal fats, eggs, dairy 

Cabbages accounted for 34 per products and potatoes dropped in 
cent of ail vegetables used in fee the United States. 


Cabbage 

“Among the Soviet vegetables, 
cabbage ranked number one," 
the report said. “Soviet use 
reached 66 pounds (30 kilos) per 


ion e Shultz presents formal peace plan to Arab, Israeli leaders 


exchange for peace. 

Shultz, as he left for Syria, 
said: “We will keep pushing and 
working.” 

Standing on fee tarmac of Ben 
Gurion international airport out- 
side Tel Aviv, he said ne hoped 
for “good fortune and peace for 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

Shultz met separately with Shamir 
and Peres, the two main forces in a 
divided Israeli government. 

“Our talks were very friendly, very 
useful and promising, Shamir said. 
“I hope. I'm sure, we wiQ continue 
our efforts for getting peace in the 
area.” 

Shultz said he agreed “fully and 
wholeheartedly with everything the 
prime minister has said." 

A spokesman for Shamir said 
Shultz ^presented tbe American posi- 
tions and tbe prime min is ter re- 
sponded and presented Israel’s 


views.” Pazner said they agreed to 
continue their talks when Shamir 
visits Washington. 

Talks proposed in May 

Authoritative Israeli sources said 
Shultz’s peace plan called for an 
“international meeting” in Geneva in 
mid-April to launch direct Arab- 
ian eii talks in early May on an 
interim agreement tor Palestinian 
“self-rule. 

Negotiations for a final settlement 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict would 
been next December. 

Bilateral talks would be held in 
regional committees between Israel 
and a Jordanian-Palestinian delega- 
tion, Israel and Syria and Israel and 
Lebanon, the sources said. 

The document said participants 
would be chosen “by mutual con- 
sent,” a formula apparently allowing 
Israel to veto members of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation (PLO). 


Tbe sources said key parts of the 
document remained unacceptable to 
Shamir, although it did not state who 
should attend tne international open- 
ing to peace talks. 

The committees would be indepen- 
dent of one another. None would 
have a veto power over the other, and 
talks would be based ou the principle 
that no solution could be imposed 
from outade, tbe sources quoted the 
document as saying. 

Shamir told Shultz be opposed 
limiting the “self-rule” period to 
three years, preferring five years, the 
sources said. 

It was not dear if Shamir had 
dropped his opposition to firing a 
definite date for tbe start of talks on 
the “final status" of tbe occupied 
areas. 

Peres welcomed tbe U.S. initiative 
and wanted: “Time is passing and 
becoming short. He who does not 
want peace can kill it in a very short 


time. He who wants to advance (the 
peace process) can do it in a very 
short time." 

Israel Radio quoted Peres as saying 
the government should take a dear 
decision before the prime minister 
left for Washington. 

Failure to do so meant elections 
should be caDed ahead of their sche- 
duled November date, Peres was 
quoted as saying. The Shamir aide 
said election talk should wait until 
after tbe prime minister's Washington 
visit. 

Sources close to Peres said they did 
not believe Shamir could reject the 
U.S. proposals outright in Washing- 
ton because of the sensitivity of U.S.- 
Israeli relations. 

They said two options lay before 
him: finding a face-saving formula to 


cent of all vegetables used in fee 
Soviet Union in 1981. while pro- 
viding only 6 per cent of the U.S. 
vegetable menu. 

Tomatoes led the U.S. list, 
accounting for 24 per cent of all 
vegetables, while ranking second 
in fee Soviet Union at 28 per 
cent. Carrots and beets were next 


One of fee reasons behind 
huge Soviet grain imports of re- 
cent years is a drive by Moscow to 
increase the production of lives- 
tock and poultry to help upgrade 
the diets of Soviet consumers. 
The report shows how fee situa- 
tion has changed. 


accept the ] 
tions in tbe 
receiving a 
views. 


reposals or calling elec- 
lope of gaining time and 
dear mandate for his 


Iraq, Iran slug it out with missiles 


Uprising toll mounts; journalists barred 


many people wanted to leave. 

“It is rather horrible... one 
night 1 saw two missiles land from 
my hotel window. They streaked 
in from fee west, cut out, then a 
few seconds later, blam,” one 
European businessman said. 

Iraq says its attacks, including 
three missile strikes on fee reli- 
gious centre of Qom, are aimed 
at making Iran accept a U.N. 
resolution ordering a ceasefire. 

But western diplomats in fee 
Gulf said they could backfire 
diplomatically because countries 
wavering on a proposed arms 
embargo against Iran might use 
the cam paign as an . excuse to 
back out. 

A military spokesman in Bagh- 
dad told Renters fee first Iraqi 
missil e Friday, which ended a 


24-bour lull in such raids, was 
intended “to deter fee Iranian 
aggressors and protect fee Iraqi 
people.” 

“The Tehran rulers had con- 
tinued their arrogance and in- 
sisted on continuing fee war, neg- 
■ leering all human values and in- 
ternational laws by striking re- 
sidential areas, lofting women, 
old men and children,” he said. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said Friday that officials of the 
ruling Baatfa Party and civil de- 
fence authorities conducted a 
two-hour experimental evacua- 
tion in two residential areas in 
Baghdad. 

It quoted a party official as 
saying more snen drills would be 
conducted. 


The outbreak came despite a 
crackdown on press coverage. 
Israeli officiate contend television 
cameras and stQl photographers 
inflame demonstrations. 

A tiphleninp of mstrirtinns nn 


press coveragenad been expected 
after Shamir warned he was con- 
sidering dosing occupied zones to 
journalists. 

Reporters used back roads to 
circumvent fee checkpoints which 
dosed fee main highways leading 
from Jerusalem to key west Bank 
towns such as Ramallah, Nabhis, 
Tulkarem, Jenin and Hebron. 

In Ramallah, AP correspon- 
dent Mary Sedor saw about 300 
Arabs waving Palestinian flags 
as they stormed out of the 
Jamal Abdul Nasser Mosque 
throwing stones. 

Soldiers responded wife tear- 


gas, rubber bullets and seven 
rounds of live ammunition, 
apparently warning shots fired in 
fee air. 

She said demonstrators, many 


girls only Li and 13 years old, 
piled stones inside the mosque. 
Others set up barricades outside 
made of twisted metal, over- 
turned garbage cans and barrels. 

In Gaza dty, demonstrators 
shouted “we don’t want to see 
Shultz” outside fee Al Amari 
mosque. They threw stones and 
more than 1 U 0 soldiers arrived 
from two directions in military 
vehicles to surround fee mosque. 

Demonstrations were also re- 
ported by the Palestine Press 
Service in the refugee camps of 
Bureij, "Nusseirat ana Ai 
Mughazi. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
FOR A SECRETARY 

The UNESCO Regional Office for Communication 
in the Arab States needs a secretary (Grade L4, 
approximate basic starting salary JD 3,000 per 
annum) 

To be entrusted with the following responsibilities: 

1. Assist in the preparation of contracts, travel or- 
ders and other administrative documents and 
ensure their accuracy and conformity with proce- 
dures and instructions; 

2. Assist in the organization of meetings, seminars, 
etc.; 

3. Type in Arabic, English and French correspon- 
dence and documents; 

4. Register correspondence and maintain an 
adequate filing system; 

5. Make unofficial translations of simple texts into 
Arabic or English; 

6. Draft simple correspondence; 

7. Perform any other duties as required by the Re- 
gional Coordinator or the Regional Communi- 
cation Adviser. 

Qualifications and Experience Required 

a) Secondary education or equivalent; 

b) Knowledge of office functions acquired through 
training or at least two years' experience in of- 
fice work; 

c) Ability to type in Arabic. English and French, 
preferably at test standards in two of these lan- 
guages; 

d) Very good knowledge of French and English with 

working knowledge of Arabic; ^ 

Applications 

to be sent tO'P.O. BOX 2270 - Amman/Jordan 



Silk Cut team wins Jerash Rally 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal Jordanian Silk Cut 
team won the Marriott Jerash Rally for the second 
. year in a row, as His Roval Highness Prince 
Abdullah and co-driver All Bilbeisi in car No. 7 led 
11 other finishers to capture first position early 
• Friday morning in the rain-soaked event. 


Veteran driver Nabil Karam 
and co-driver Serge Talatinian 
were makine an impressive show- 
ing in car No. 4 when electrical 

S oblems in the third stage at Cm 
antara forced them to drop out 
of the rally. 

The rain-and-wind-swept route 
produced numerous challenges 
for rhe drivers, as car No. 5 
became bogged down in mud in 
the Jbbin Stage No. 7. blocking 
the route. Other competitors 
were lined up about 45 minutes, 
waiting for the path to be cleared. 
Chief marshal Ziad Loza stopped 
the rally and cleared the track, 
then declared the stage cancelled. 

Dense fog virtually obscured 
the drivers’ vision in rhe final 
stages of the rally and the Shueib 

S erial stage was also cancelled. 

owever. most of the drivers did 
not get the news in time and 
drove through the srage anyway. 1 

By the end of Special Stage 5, 
Prince Abdullah and Ali Bilbeisi, 
who had been running a close 
second to Hani Bisharat in car 
No. 1, took over the lead when 
Bisharat and co-driver B. Bolton 
faced mechanical problems and 
left the field. 

After the withdrawal of a third 
contestant. Issa Al Halabi. Prince 
Abdullah and Ali Bilbeisi led 
friendly rivals George Khavyat 
and co-driver Keith Perrv by 43 
seconds. Khavyat and Ferry 
achieved second' position in the 
rally, a 43-second margin con- 
tinuing to separate them ‘from the 
Royaf Jordanian Silk Cut win- 
ner. 

The relentless downpour failed 
to dampen the spirits of the driv- 
ers. as they laughed and joked 
with one another between stages. 
Despite the disappointment' of 
their car’s mechanical problems, 
Nabil Karam and Serge Talati- 
nian. along with Amr Bilbeisi. 
remained on hand throughout the 
rally to offer encouragement and 
support to their Royal Jordanian 
Silk Cut teammates. 

. The Jerash Rally was the first 
contest of the season, with nine 
events remaining in the 1988 Jor- 
dan Championship competition. 
Prince Abdullah aims to regain 
the Jordan National Champion 
title, which he earned in 19S6. 
from 1987 title-holder Hani 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED DELUXE AFARTN1EN7 

The apartment is provided with modern European furni- 
ture and consists of two bedrooms, two lounges, a dining 
room, and two bathrooms with centra/ heating, air- 
conditioning and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani - near Holiday Inn rtoiei 
Pis call: 654639 Amman 
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Bisharat. 

Nabil Karam. who was second 
in the 1986 Jordan National 
Championship and fourth in the 
1987 championship is also likely 
to emerge among the top three 
finishers' in 1988. Despite bad 
luck at Jerash. Nabil plans to 
come back with a very strong 
showing in the Danish Dairy Ral- 
ly next" month. 

Karam placed fifth at the Qatar 
International Rally in 1987. Since 
his initial foray into rallying in 
1981. he has consistently enjoyed 
a string of top finishes. Mastering 
tough desert rally conditions has 
become his forte. 

Karam and Prince Abdullah 
formed the Royal Rallv team in 
1986. pooling their talents and 
resources to 'purchase two Opel 
Manta 400s. A year later, thev 
expanded their partnership with 
the Royal Jordanian Silt Cut 
team and were joined by Alia and 
Amr Bilbeisi. 

Amr, who drove car No. 1 of 
the Royal Jordanian Silk Cut 
team to victory last in Jerash, did 
not enter this event due to a back 
problem. However. Amr plans to 
drive a third RJSC car later this 
season in competition. 

Gallaher International is proud 
to sponsor the Royal Jordanian 
Silk Cut team and extends hearty 
congratulations to the team for its 
very impressive start in the 1988 
rally season. 

Following are the list of first 
ten winners of the rally: 

1. H.R.H. Prince Abdullah. Ali 
Bilbeisi. Opel Manta 40U; 

2. George Khavyat, Keith Ferry. 
Nissan 24IIRS: " 

3. Marouf Abu Samra. Bilal 
Shkeidef Nissan 21?RS: 

4. Freddie Sfc&rar.tin. Philip 
Alam. Seat Ibbiza: 

5. Mohammad Sbitan, Khader Al 
Kassir. Nissan 24URS: 

6. Sharif Jamil Nasser. Ousama 
Mamir. Tcvota Corolla GT: 

7. Aiman Z’ayed. Mohammad AJ 
Natour. Datsun 2H>: 

S. Mithqal Asfour. Nicola Billeh. 
Volvo 244 Turbo: 
y. Rimon Fleifel. Frederick 
Fleifel, Tovota Cclica GT and 
JO. Amjad Farrah. Sultan Farrah. 
Daihatsu Chamtant 


-Mr 


24 v ■ 




I 


K'.r-Js 


Royal Jordanian Silk Cut team members His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah and Nabil Karam confer 
before the start of the Marriott Jerash Rally (above) 




and the Royal Jordanian Silk Cut team mechanics 
work on a car during rest stop (below) — photos by 
Bill Lyons. 



Hanika 
advances to 
$100,000 tennis 
quarter-final 

WICHITA, Kansas (R) — Third- 
seeded Sylvia Hanika of West 
Germany advanced Thursday to 
the quarter-final round of the 
$100,000 Kansas women's tennis 
tournament with a 7-5, 6-2 win 
over Catherine Tanvier of 
France. 

Down 2-5 in the opening set. 
Hanika, ranked No. 19 in the 
world, stepped up the pressure to 
pull out the victory. It was also 
Hanika's fourth triumph over 
Tanvier in their last five meet- 
ings. 

“She was nailing everything 
and hitting everything 200 miles 
an hour. Then I put more spin on 
my serve and put more slice. 1 put 
a little more pressure on her and 
eventually 1 knew she was going 
to miss," said Hanika. 

When Tauvicr started missing, 
she missed nearly everything. 
Hanika won 11 of the next 13 
games. 

In other third round play, sixth 
seeded Jana Novotna of Czechos- 
lovakia played a gruelling three- 
set match with two-tiebreakers 
before prevailing over Iwona 
Kuczynska of Poland 6-7 (7-5), 
6-2. 7-6 (7-3). 
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AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE 
BASKETBALL STANDINGS 


Junior Teams 

Dorma 
Nash/EBB 
Arab Bank 
Samar 
Astra 

Mids-2 Teams 

Jor-Exp 

Marriott 

Furukawa 

NEP 

GEMT 


Mids-I Teams 

NECC 
Danish Dairy 
Intercon 
Istiklal 
EEE 

Senior Teams 
JWM 

France Lait 
La Vache Qui Rif 
A! Ahiyab 
Westinghouse 


Results of Friday’s Games 


Juniors 
Nash/EBB 18 
Astra 11 

Mids-l 

Danish Dairy 21 
EEE 7 

Mids-2 
Marriott 35 
GEMT 39 

Seniors 
Al Ahlyah 31 
JWM 49 


Dorma 20 
Samar 18 


Istiklal 13 
Jfllercou 17 


NEP 42 
Furukawa 33 


La Vache QuiRit37 
Westinghouse 44 


Sanchez saves Real Madrid 


New Zealand ousts England in cricket test 


WELLINGTON (R) - New 
Zealand hatted throughout the 
won k* iay of she third" and iin::i 
test Frith} reaching 45! for five 
wicket*, virtually shutting Eng- 
land out of rhe game. 

A Martin Crows century' and 
fine contributions by Ken 
Rutherford and Mark Greatbatch 
were the highlights of the first 
innings that Taieiy scored faster 
than two runs »n o\ ?r throueh the 


two da vs. 

At the close. Rutherford was 
on 9! and John Bracewell on 43. 

The crowd was rewarded for its 
patience bv a sparkling unbroken 
sixth wicket parinership of 115. 
with 95 runs scored in the last 
hour when England took its third 
new ball. 

New Zealand had resumed at 
192 for three and lost two wickets 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

The acartmeni consists of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
spacious iivmc ana dining rooms, with independent entrance, 
cerarei heating telephone, car nark, sauna, squash playground, 
and sv.vTrvrg peci 

Locator J303i Zmman - 7th Circle - near Pizza Hut Restaurant 

Call: 821324 


> bScJ-ician to .vork with a scientific beauty firm. 

For interview please call tel. 638321/2 


FURHiSKSD FOR RENT 

Two and "Zirea bad rooms, individually controlled hot water 
and centra! heating systems, telephone, lift, car park. Very 
csritfenien! iccetion, near 7th Circle, opposite Um Uthaina 

For further information contact tel: 771958. 


THE SPAmSH CULTURAL CENTRE 

The Spanisn Cuifurai Centre announces the spring 
course for teaching Spanish. 

Registration starts as of March 7, 1988 through March 

13, 1988 j 

The ihree-monih course starts on March 14, 1988. 

For further information, pts. cai! Tel: 624049 j 
Jadai Amman - between First and Second; 
Circles - next to tSie Spanish embassy j 


for 266 in the day. 

England took Us >ccond wicket 
just before ten when Criw.e v-*< 
out Ibw to England captain and 
part-time bowler Mike Gatting 
for 143. ft was his ninth lest 
century'. 

He put on a record 155 for the 
fourth wicket with Greatbatch, 
surpassing by one run the pre- 
vious New’ Zealand record 
against England bv John Wright 
and Jeff Crowe. 


LONDON (R) — Real Madrid 
once again had the extraordinary 
goalscoring instincts and good 
fortune of Mexican striker Hugo 
Sanchez to thank for preserving 
their European Cup hopes 
Wednesday night. 

Sanchez, as he had in the 
second round first leg march at 
“home” to holders Porto in 
Valencia, scored a crucial late 
goal against Bayern Munich to 
swing the outstanding quarter- 
final tie Madrid's way. 

The Spani’Ji champions, de- 
sperately seeking a seventh 
triumph in the premier tourna- 
ment of European club soccer, 
finished the match in a dance of 
delight after a 3-2 defeat which 
leaves them requiring only a 1-0 
win in Madrid to reach the last 
four. 

In the three other Champions’ 
Cup lies, Portugal’s Benfica — 


FOR RENT 

The fourth flour of a modern building 

The floor consists of 3 bedrooms a masler suite, salon. 3 
bathrooms, cenirai heating, telephone, lift, parking, lully fur- 
nished. nothing missing, beautiful view, new. 

Location Seventh Circle area 
Rear JO 33C ; monih 

For more details cal! 814938 - 606773 - 640773 (owner) 


like Madrid, trying to revive a 
golden past — beat Belgian 
champions Anderlecht 2-0, 1986 
winners Steaua Bucharest over- 
came Glasgow Rangers by the 
same score and PSV Eindhoven, 
the Dutch champions, forced a 
1-1 draw in France against Bor- 
deaux. 

Bayern, backed by a capacity 
70.000 crowd in Munich's Olympic 
stadium, had taken advantage of the 
Spanish champions’ mistrust of 
the icy conditions and swirling 
snow to storm into a commanding 
3-0 lead in their first leg match. 

Hans Pfluegler, Norbert Eder 
and Roland' Wohlfarth each 
scored during a 10-minute spell 
either side of the interval as 
Madrid’s defence hesitated and 
collapsed. 

Bavem. beaten by Portugal’s 
Porto’ in last year’s final after they 
had eliminated Real Madrid fol- 
lowing a stormy semifinal marred 
by crowd trouble in Spain, 
appeared to be cruising towards 
victory. 

But then, with only three mi- 
nutes remaining. Eder misplaced 
a pass and Emilio Butragueno 
pounced to score with the speed 
and economy that has led him to 
be dubbed ‘the jackal' by the 
Spanish dub s fans. 


FOR RENT 

Detaxe-Fumfehed Apartment 

The apartment consists oi three bedrooms, salons, two bath- 
rooms, and kitchen with independent central heating. 
Location* Abdoun, Orthodox Club Road. 

Please call Tel: 812444, Amman. 


70 LET 

Ground ‘too: apartment consisting of 3 bedrooms, spacious 
!»ving » dining area. 2 bathrooms, kitchen Independent central 
heating, telephone !me one! garden 
Situated in a verv quiet residential area. 

Location Jsbal Amman, near the United Arab Emirates Embas- 
sy Ta-.vfiq Abu-Lhoda Street 

Please call 636740, 819822, 815112. 


Talai Abu-Ghazaieh International invites qualified 
system analysts to fiil the position of system analyst in 
its Abu Dhabi office. Background in accounting and 
information technology is essential. Applicants should 
be Arabic and English speaking with recognised 
academic qualification (preferably Pfi.D) and with 
minimum 8 years of experience. Kindly write to or 
contact: 

P.O. Box 921100 
Tet: 667814 
Amman * Jordan 

1 VV\ ' V ' V jjjtj 3V ' > pij JjjJI 5jlj^ >ja 



Madrid were revitalised and in 
the final minute Sanchez scored 
their second priceless away goal. 
His free kick from a narrow angle 
on the left slithered beneath cne 
body of the diving Jean-Marie 
Pfaff and inside the far post. 

Though coach Jupp Heynckes 
was defiant in defeat. Bayern mil 
know they face an enormous task 
in surviving in Madrid where 
home fans will be admitted to a 
European tie for the first timd 
this season at the second leg. 

As punishment for the misbe- 
haviour of their fans at Fast year’s 
semifinal second leg against 
Bayern. Madrid were forced to 
play Napoli behind dosed doors 
and Porto in Valencia earlier this 
season in the first and second 
rounds. 

With the backing of a capacity . 
100,000 crowd at^the .Santiago 
Bernabeu, Madrid will be 
favoured to reach the last four. 

There, they* are likely to. be 
joined by both Steana, for whom 
Victor Pirurca and Stefan lovan 
scored in a comfortable win. 


FORSALE 

Stereo set: tape recor- 
der (reel type) cassette 
recorder, amplifier, tun- 
er, turntable. 

| Sony video Camcorder 
|8 mm. 


Call after 2 
813430 


p.m.: 


The Only 
NATURAL 
SPRING 
MINERAL 
WATER 

FOR ORDERS; CALL 
ti>!'3S.6739S4 


This may be your last arid 
only chance. We have an 
excellent on - rhe- job- Ira rung 
program toryou 

— we wifi tore you. 

— we will train you. 

Send your resume to: 

DIRECTOR OF MANPOWER 
AND TRAINING 
WORLDWIDE CANADIAN 
management •- 
CONSULTANTS INC. , 
PO Box 639, Pickering, 
Ontario. Canada LI V 3T3 


HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE FOR SAUE 

Leaving Jordan, all household and eiecirical app/iances for sale, 
al* under two years cld. • 

If interested please call Tel. 645868 between 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. and ask for Paula 

Address: 6fh Circle - Jabal Amman opposite to the 
Turkish Restaurant 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 1*77421. 


RAINBOW 


Icl:h25l5Sl f Cinema 


CINEMA •Formerly Opera ^ 




Tel: 677420. 


SOUL MAN 




FVrfiirnwKo "■> 'hi. M<l..'iVI. JteXl 
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AMMAK(Petra) X&e Central 

BanE of Jordan ..(CBJ) and the 
Arab r Monela^Fuhd ' (AMF) 
have stenetFas agreement under 
which JordarLwifl (Attain a loan of 
58 nrilliori to ielp promote the 
country’s trade exchanges. 

The loan, repayable over four 
years, bears a 4.95 per .cent in? 
terest in die first year and 5.85 
per cent -interest in the fourth, 
year, according to anoffiaal CBJ 
statement which ' followed the - 
staring, ceremony. 

xbe agreement, which was 
.sighed by FmairaMinister Han- 


na Odeh and AMF President 
Abdullah Qweiz, stipulates full 
drawdown of the loan in one 
lumpsum and a repayment start- 
ing 30 months from that date. 
Qweiz, who left Thursday at the 
end of his visit here, said that his 
talks with Jordanian officials and 
his meeting with His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, gave him a chance to 
examine Jordan's development 
. programmes. 

He said that he briefed Prince 
Hassan the AMFs programmes 
and technical and economc assist- 


Industrial shares continue 
to dominate AFM trading 

AMMAN (Petra) — The daily average of trading at the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) during the past week amounted to JD 
401,149 based on a total vomme of JD 2,005,745 registered 
throughout die week. 

An AFM bulletin said that the total number of shares traded in the 
past week 'stood at 1,838,801 conducted through a total of 2,025 
transactions 

Sundays was the peak -day when the volume of trade reached JD 
500,000.- 

According to the bulletin, industrial shares accounted for JD 
1,1007706 or 6318 per cent of the total in the past week whereas the 
shares of banks and financial institutions amounted to JD 433,520 or 
21.6iper cent of the total. 

The services and insurance sectors recorded 9.1 per cent and 5.5 
per cent respectively. 

Prices ofinsurance shares showed a slight decline in the past week 
while prices'of services shares held steady, according to the bulletin. 
The prices of industrial and financial shares edged up marginally. 
Shares of 69 companies : . changed bands in the past week with 18 
of them Showing a slight price rise, 29 dedining in value and the nest 
holding steady. 

The price index of all shares dosed at 117.4 points compared to an 
opening of 117:6, thus showing a 0.2 points decline. 

Karak Chamber of Commerce 
sends memorandum toTabbaa 

KARAK (Petra) — The Karak Chamber of Commerce held a 
meeting here Thursday during which a number of matters of interest 
to the city’s conunerdal sector were discussed. 

At the end of the meeting, the chamber board sent a memorandum 
to industry. Trade and Supply Minister Hamdi Tabbaa presenting 
the commercial sector’s needs and requesting the setting up of a dour 
flnill, grain sOos and refrigerated warehouses in the Karak region. 

The chamber decided to take- part in an Arab chambers of 

commerce meeting to be . held in Damascus in the coming month. 
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Rom trie Carroll Righter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
may have to use more ■ than or- 
-dinary self-control while ■ dealing 
with others, so don’t lose your 
. . temper. This evening win be a good 
time for any kind of socializing, and 
romance is on an upswing. : 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Be 
‘sure you do nothing which will 
alienate others, especially in the 
. business world. Take the time to 
talk to your loved ones. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) If 
conditions at work are not pleasant, 
keep poised and avoid a big argu- 
ment. Be sure that you drive with 
the utmost care this evening. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
You had planned a happy, carefree 
day, but take care of-your respon- 
sibilities. Don't argue with your 
mate in the evening. 

MOON CHILDREN -(June 22 to 
JnL 21) Several problems have to be 
straightened put early, today before 
you can establish harmony at home. 
Entertain guests tonight. 

' LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Yoji may 
be tempted to tell off an associate 
who is not living up to your expec- 
tations, but hold your tongue. En- 
joy a hobby with a good friend. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to ScpL 22) 
Don't listen to a usually trusted ad- 


viscr'who could get you in some 
serious trouble. Use your common 
sense, and don’t overspend. 

LIBRA (ScpL 23 to Oct. 22) Get ' 
together for a night on the town 
with a group of congenial friends. 

but get all your work finished 
before you go out. 

SCORPIO (Oct- 23 to Nov. 21) 
Something which has been upset- 
ting you can now be cleared up easi- 
ly. Avoid an argument with your 
mate, and have a happy evening. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) A dose friend of yours has been 
acting strangely. Rather than argu- 
ing about this, see what the prob- 
lem is and try to help solve it. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 

■ This morning is a good time to han- 
' die your shopping and errands, as 
you could find some real bargains. 
Get out on the town tonight. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Don't moke any radical changes in 
your immediate " environment to- 
day. This would be a good evening 
to make some new friends. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Don't follow your hunches today, as 
your judgment is not really up to 
par. Don t become involved in Lhe 
troubles of an friend tonight. 


THE Daily Crossword by Marjorie Pedersen 


. ACROSS 
1 Sandarac tree 
5 Remain . 

9 Freshet 

14 Lugosi 

15 Tra — 

16 "The — .Autd 
Lang Syne" 

- (Whittier) ’ 

17 Came down . 

18 Gen. Bradley 

19 Motionless 

20 Stopgap 
' 'measure 

22 Chlckqnllfce 
game birds 

23 Face part 

24 Read sign. 

28 Perceive 

29 Fishes 
33 Giraffe's 


37 Be playful 
39 Othello's 


40 Suckle 

41 Mrs. Canior 

42 Gaseous 
element . 

43 Mountain pool 

44 Judge 

45 Near 

46 Street sign 
48 Secular 

59 Hastens 

52 Clbudffka sky 
patch 
57 Levies 

60 Bowling Hem 
63 Bay window 

'64 To shelter 

66 — impasse 
(stuck) 

68 Cunning 

67 Luna 

66 Not any 

69 Wrong 

70 Confined 

71 Numbers 

- DOWN 
t Demean 
2 Kind of race 


III III 

aaaw 


>986 TifeKtt Med* Ser.icn to* 
as Agnn Rovta 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


4 Badgerttka 
.animal - 

5 Manual 
training 
Bystems 

6 Pack down 

7 Jal — 

8 Tales 

^8 Vietnam port 

10 Ms Grable e.g. 

11 Vicinity 
.12 TsKered 

13 Salamanders 
21 Link 
25" Spigot 
27 — dleu 
28 Alpine song 

30 Lake: IL 

31 Salves 

32 Loudness unit 47 Passageways 


nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn annnnnn 
nrannnnn nnnnnran 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
nonn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnnnn rann 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnn 
non nnnnnnn nan 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 


- DOWN 33 Eight praf. 49 Start a 

T Demean 34 Genghis — paragraph 

2 Kind of race '35 Swiss river 51 Rascal 

3 “ of ease to “38 Fbeworks . 53 Gambling 

notfor any 38 Parent game 

man” - ... 42 Music dir. . - 54 Author., 

(Carlisle) 44 Coloring Sinclair 


55 Vine 

56 Whea of 
Henry VIII 

57 Roman gaiti 

58 CaUa e.g. 

58 13 

61 Air. plant 

62 Lighting gas 


ance to Arab countries. 

Qweiz’s visit was part of his 
tour of Arab countries to ex- 
amine their economic situation 
and discuss means enhancing 
AMF’s cooperation with Arab 
states to achieve economic in- 
tegration within the Arab World. 

The AMF plans to increase its 
activities and its lending to Arab 
states to help them finance their 
trade exchanges and achieve this 
goal, Qweiz added. 

His talks with Jordanian offi- 
cials covered the prospect of set- 
ting up an institute on financial 
ana monetary studies to help 


promote financial services among 
the AMF member conntries. 

Jordan bolds S22 million capit- 
al in the AMF whose total capital 
stands at about $1,178 million. 

The AMF has already offered 
Jordan 11 training scholarship to 
enable Jordanian personnel ac- 
quire further skills and efficien- 
cies in handling financial and 
monetary matters. 

The AMF has also arranged for 
39 trainees from Arab countries 
to acquire training skills at the 
CBJ's affiliated institutions in 
Jordan between 1981 and 1986. 


Tax Brief details new 
Education Tax Law for 1988 


Minister meets Omani 
envoy, ambassador of Cyprus 

AMMAN (Petra) — Industry, Trade, and Supply Minister Hamdi 
Tabbaa discussed with Khaims Ibn Ali, a member of Oman’s 
chamber of industry, means of bolstering industrial and trade links 
between Oman and Jordan. 

The Omani official is visiting Jordan for talks with Jordanian 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal De- 
cree was issued recently approv- 
ing the new Education Tax Law 
for 1988. 

According to Tax Brief, a bul- 
letin issued by the Jordanian 
accounting firm Dajani and 
Alaeddin, the new law translates 
as follows: 

Article (2) — 

An annual tax called (Educa- 
tion Tax) shall be levied and 
collected either from the owner 
or the leaseholder at two per cent 
of tee net annual rental value as 
assessed in accordance with the 
Municipal Real Estate Tax Law. 
The owner has tee right to collect 
tee portion relating to tee rented 
real estate from tee leaseholder. 

Article (3) — 


A — The following buildings 
are exempted from the Education 
Tax: 


bilateral economic and trade relations. 


explore ways for increasing i _ Buildin, 


Tabbaa Thursday met with Cyprus's ambassador to Jordan 
Nocolas Makris ana discussed with nun Jordan’s trade and industrial 


Nocolas Makris and discussed with him Jordan’s trade and industrial 
relations with Cyprus. 

A1 Jaber approves town budgets 

AMMAN (Petra) — Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Minister Yousef Hamdan A1 Jaber has approved a JD 78,605 
budget for the town of Kufr Abil. 

The funds will be used for opening roads and purchasing plots of 
land for public use. 

< The minis ter also approved a JD 82,416 budget for Judeita town 
where tee funds will be mostly used for opening roads and lighting 
streets. 

A JD 92,193 budget was also endorsed by tee minister for tee town 
of Taibeh which will carry out simil ar projects. 

LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


One Sterlin 
One U.S. t 


One ounce of gold 


1.7695/7705' 

1.2530/40 

1.6947/52 

1.9021/31 

1.4025/35 

35.35/40 

5.7300/30 

1247/1248 

128.90/129.00 

6.009/0140- 

6.3790/3840 

6.4735/85 

429.50/430.00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish 'crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Equities settled back in late trading into the 
recent upward trend on continued optimism about tee forth com- 
ing U.K. budget. But there was a slight hiccup just after midday 
when data from tee U.S. showed a Huge and unexpected rise in 
non-farm payroll employment, dealers said. 

U.K. shares came off their highs after an early decline on Wall 
Street, where the employment data was at first seen as a sign teat 
U.S. interest rates may have to rise to dampen the economy. 
However, later Wall Street hauled itself off its lows on tee belief 
that tee employment rise was a sign teat there would be no 
recession in tee U.S. 


1 — Buildings occupied by His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

2 — Buildings occupied by tee 
government or any other official 
institution, including the Depart- 
ment of Hijazi Railway. 

3 — Buddings occupied by 
municipalities. 

4 — Buildings occupied by 
religious, charitable, and scien- 
tific institutions, hospitals and 
cultural or sport clubs. 

5 — Building occupied by em- 
ployees of foreign countries 
whether they were diplomatic en- 
voys or not subject to reciprocal 
treatment. 

B — The Council of Ministers 
may exempt any other budding 
from the Education Tax upon the 
recommendation of tee Minister 
of Education. 


Training course 
on financing 
exports opens 
today at CBJ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Thirty em- 
ployees of commercial banks 
2 nd financial institutions and 
companies in Jordan will Satur- 
day begin a three-week training 
course at tee Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) on means of stimu- 
lating Jordanian exports to other 
countries. 

According to tee CBJ's Train- 
ing Institute Dean Adib Haddad, 
the participants will be oriented 
on the role of financial institu- 
tions and banks in promoting 
trade exchanges, exporting 
national products and financing 
export operations. 

Since 1980, tee CBJ has been 
following a policy designed to 
help banks acquire financial 
backing from the CBJ to finance 
exports and eventually enabling 
exporters aope with competition ^ 
in markets abroad, Haddad 
added. 


Article (4) — 

A — The Education Tax be- 
comes doe at tee beginning of 
each financial year and shall be 
collected in tee municipal areas 
by tee official tax collectors to tee 
benefit of a special fund called 
tee Education Tax Fund at the 
Ministry of Finance. 

B — The Ministry of Finance 
shall deduct 10 per cent of the 
actual annual collections of tee 
Education Tax as revenue to the 
Public Treasury. 

Article (5) — 

If the Education Tax has not 
been paid during the 
financial year when it becomes 
due, an additional amount shall 
be levied as a penalty at five per 
cent of tee amount due but not to 
exceed 50 per cent of the original 
tax. This penalty along with the 
original tax shall be collectible in 
accordance with the provisions of 
tee “Law of tee Collection of 
Government Funds” in force. 
Article (6) — 

Hie Education Tax shall be 
spent in accordance with tee 
Education Law .in force. This 
shall be made in accordance with 
an annual approved budget by 
the Council of Ministers and all 
disbursements shall be made as 
decided by tee Minister of Educa- 
tion. 

Article (7) — 

The (Education Law No. 1) for 
1956 and its amendments shall be 
cancelled. 

It is important to mention in 
this regard teat tee old (Educa- 
tion Tax Law No. 1) for 1956 
levied such tax at three per cent 
of the net annual rental value. 


Kuwait calls for 
action on U.S. 
trade deficit 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti Fi- 
nance Minister Jassim Moham- 
mad A1 Khorafi urged the United 
States Thursday to take steps to 
reduce its trade deficit which he 
said was affecting world econo- 
mic stability. 

He also told Reuters in an 
interview teat Kuwait, one of the 
world’s biggest investors, would 
continue to use oil income to 
make longterm, diversified in- 
vestments id foreign securities. 

Khorafi said the U.S. trade 
deficit, which totalled $159.2 bil- 
lion in 1987, was a major factor m 
fluctuations on world stock and 
currency markets. 

The deficit has helped to de- 
value the dollar against other 
major currencies, catting tee pur- 
charing power of Kuwait and 
other oil exporting states since oil 
is priced in dollars. 

Khorafi also said Kuwait’s 
general policy was not to seek a 
management role in foreign com- 
panies in which it invested. 


Peanuts 


Andy Capp 



BV THE TW\E NCMJ VE FlNtoiLLy 
TALKED VSELF INTO GREETING 
HIM WITH A SMILE, 'VOU'BETOO 
TIRE&TD WAIT 



Israeli economy 
starts to weaken 

TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli economy is showing 
signs of a slowdown which economists link to a 
12-week-old Palestinian uprising in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The treasury said tax receipts was affected by the fact that si 
had declined slightly in the past businesses paid tee tax e' 
monte and a bousing ministry other month and by bad wea 
official said there was a decline in which might have kept shop| 
tee purchase of apartments in at home. 

Jewish settlements in tee occu- The most noticeable effect 
pied areas. , tee drop in sales of house: 


- Tourism showed a slight drop 
since tee uprising began but of- 
ficials said mey feareu the widely 
reported violence could keep 
away large numbers of visitors in 
future. 

Palestinians have held long 
business strikes in protest against 
Israeli occupation. Military cur- 
fews combined with the strikes 
kept thousands of Palestinians 
away from their jobs for weeks, 
curbing their incomes and spend-- 
ing power. 

Slight declines were noted in 
February in receipts from value 
added tax (VAT), purchase tax 
and fuel tax, tne three most 
directly linked to spending, tee 
treasury said. 

Officials were reluctant to link 
the slowdown to tee unrest alone. 

For example, VAT revenue 
dropped by two to three per cent. 
Treasury officials said the drop 


was affected by tee fact teat small 
businesses paid tee tax every 
other month and by bad weather 
which might have kept shoppers 
at home. 

The most noticeable effect was 
tee drop in sales of houses in 
Jewish settlements in tee occu- 
pied territories. A housing minis- 
try official said sales had alien to 
half their normal level, from 30 to 
15 apartments a month, in tee 
past three months. 

The ministry had launched a 
campaign to attract new settlers 
to tee area by boosting govern- 
ment mortgages, already higher 
for the occupied areas than for 
most parts of Israel, be said. 

New loans of up to $50,000 
would almost meet tee cost of an 
apartment in a West Bank settle- 
ment, the official said. About 
60,000 Israelis have settled in the 
West Bank since 1967. 

The Jerusalem Post newspaper 
said the ministry of toorism was 
trying to persuade the treasury to 
set up an $8 million emergency 
fund to help hotels teat might 
suffer from low occupancy in tee 
coming months. 


Withdrawals of foreign funds 
may bring recession in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — People 
in other countries have invested 
$1.5 trillion in tee United States 
and withdrawals could bring a 
recession, a former top treasury, 
official says. 

C. Fred Bergsten, who now 
heads tee Institute for Interna- 
tional Economics, a study group 
financed largely by tee West Ger- 
man Marshal] Fund, said the in- 
vestment by other countries in 
the United States is in private 
hands. 

“Some of it’s in tee form of 
plant and equipment — teat’s not 
going to come out rapidly." he 
told tee House Budget Commit- 
tee. “But close to a trillion dollars 
of it is liquid, and about half a 
trillion has come in just the last 
five years to finance our massive 
trade deficits." 

“On future occasions, if fore- 
igners withdrew money, the 
effect on interest rates, our eco- 
nomy, the exchange rate, could 
be much more dramatic," he 
noted. 

It has happened before, he 
said. 

“The last time the dollar fell 
sharply — I happen to remember 
painfully because I was in the 
treasury at tee time — was in the 
late 1970s," be added. 

He recalled teat tee United 
States had to borrow about twice 
tee amount of its trade deficit 
because foreigners were with- 
drawing money at tee same time. 

“If we got anything like teat 
magnitude now, we'd have to find 


a way to borrow $300 billion from' 
foreign officials or somewhere tor 
keep our books in balance,” he 
said. “That could only be done at 
prices that would bring the whole 
economy to a shuddering halt."' 

He said tee most enduring* 
legacy of the Reagan administra- 
tion would be tee conversion of- 
the United States from th& 
world's biggest creditor country" 
to tee biggest debtor. Current* 
foreign borrowing by tee U.S.* 
government is about $150 billion* 
a year. 

“At tee end of 1987, our nef 
international debt stood at about 
$400 billion, more than the exter- 
nal red ink of the next three 
largest debtors — Canada. Brazil 
and Mexico — combined," lie- 
said. 

“Under the most optimistic 
adjustment scenario, teat number 
will rise to $750 billion before it. 
could possibly level off. and a. 
more likely outcome is much clos-; 
er to $1 trillion," he added. } 

Bergsten said tee United States' 
needs to shift its annual interna-; 
tional trade balance by about> 
$200 billion, more than tee cur-; 
rent deficit, because the addition-} 
al cost of interest on the foreign*; 
debt will be close to $50 billion 5$ 
tee early 1990s. It would b£? 
reasonable to try to reach this 
target in four or five years, he 
said. 

He said it can be done only by 
cutting tee federal budget defiat 
by $150 to $200 billion 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



1 know what they say about prevent- 
ing cancer — but I still say you’re 
feeding me too many carrots!!!" 


Answer a 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MOUSY CHUTE INTONE BROGUE 

Answer: What you might get from one hug— 
“ENOUGH" 
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Moscow seeks to contain 
Armenia-Azerbaijan feud 


NATO leadershail strength and unity 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet authorities in troubled 
Transcaucasia struggled Friday to prevent a spread 
of feuding between Armenians and Azerbaijanis 
following ethnic riots in which seven members of one 
family were said to have died. 


Reports reached Moscow of 
meetings to promote friendship 
and efforts to help refugees from 
the unrest, which broke out after 
Armenians called for the return 
of a region now ruled from the 
neighbouring Republic of Azer- 
baijan. 

An Armenian in the Azerbai- 
jani city of Sumgait with whom 
Reuters was connected from 
Moscow when seeking to tele- 
phone the local Communist Party 
headquarters said seven members 
of a single family died in riots 
which broke out Sunday. 

The clearly distraught man, 
who said he was a refugee from 
the violence, sobbed as he spoke 
from a dub house opposite the 
party building where he said re- 
fugees were waiting to be moved 
out of Sumgait. 

He said there had been cases of 


murder, rape and robbery of 
Armenians m two days of ethnic 
disturbances. 

“But then the troops came in 
and helped us," he said, 
apparently referring to a military- 
supervised curfew imposed Mon- 
day and backed by armoured 

troop-carriers. 

Moscow maintained an effec- 
tive news blackout clearly de- 
signed to prevent reports of vio- 
lence from provoking further in- 
cidents. 

In the absence of comment 
from Azerbaijani officials who 
had earlier helped journalists, 
Moscow dissident Sergei Grigory- 
ants said Armenians buried rela- 
tives Thursday killed in riots in 
Sumgait, which lies on the Cas- 
pian Sea and is Azerbaijanis 
second city after the capital 
Baku. 

Grigoryants, himself half- 


Armenian, has quoted Armenian 
sources as saying 17 died and 70 
were injured in the Sumgait note 
although the Soviet Foreign 
Minis try has said only that an 
unspecified number were killed. 

TTie man said he wanted to get 
right away — not just to neigh- 
bouring Armenia, where hun- 
dreds of thousands of people de- 
monstrated last week in the capit- 
al, Yerevan, for die return of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region of 
Azerbaijan. 

“But we are afraid we will be 
deceived and that we will not be 
taken out of the city,” he said. 
“We built this city, we taught 
them...” were his last words be- 
fore he was cut off without having 
given his name. 

He seemed to be referring to 
die crash building of the city in 
the 1940s by “International 
Youth Brigades” from all over 
the Soviet Union which trans- 
formed Sumgait from a dusty 
seaside village to Azerbaijan's 
second city. 

Sumgait has a population of 
223,000 and the man said 17,000 
of them were Armenians. 1 


‘Holi’ turns bloody in Punjab 


AMRITSAR (Agencies) — Sikh 
gunmen killed at least 34 people 
and injured 40 others in a nail of 
gunfire Friday on a holiday 
gathering in Punjab state, police 
said. 

The attack in Hoshiarpur dis- 
trict was one of the bloodiest 
■since Sikh extremists launched a 
guerrilla war for an independent 
homeland in the northern state in 
1982. 

Punjab security forces and New 
Delhi police were put on alert 
after the killing to prevent any 
backlash. 

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility. 


Police said both Hindus and 
Sikhs were among those killed 
and injured in the assault, which 
came as India began its celebra- 
tion of “holi” — or festival of 
colour — a national holiday com- 
memorating the triumph of Hin- 
du God Krishna over evil. 

Brij Kishore, deputy police su- 
perintendent at the state capital 
of Chandigarh, said the dead 
included one woman and the in- 
jured, four children. 

He said villagers had gathered 
around two bonfires and were 
singing songs to celebrate the 
festival when gunmen drove up in 
three cars and opened fire. 


Aspirin firms drop claim 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Yielding to pressure from federal 
regulators, 10 major U.S. aspirin 
makers have agreed to drop 
advertising claims that taking 
aspirin regularly can reduce the 
risk of a first heart attack. 

“As of today, we have got a 
voluntary restraint. 1 am pleased 
that we got it expeditiously,” 
Frank Young, head of the federal 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), told reporters after meet- 
ing representatives of the com- 
panies Wednesday. 

Drug companies launched ma- 
jor advertising campaigns im- 
mediately after the release of a 
study by the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) concluding that an 
aspirin every other day dramati- 
cally lowered the risk of a first 
heart attack in middle-aged men. 

Preliminary results were 
announced by the NIH in late 
January and published in the New 
England Journal of Medicine. 

“There is a tendency when a 
study comes out... for people to 
try to change their behaviour on a 
single study. That is dangerous,” 
Young said. 

The FDA chief wrote to the 10 


aspirin firms last week requesting 
a meeting Wednesday to discuss 
the industry’s advertising claims. 

The letter warned the com- 
panies that advertisements claim- 
ing that aspirin prevented heart 
attacks might be harmful to pub- 
lic health and a violation of feder- 
al law. 

The letter said the study’s find- 
ings were preliminary and adver- 
tisements making claims for the 
general population might be 
harmful as mere were classes of 
individuals for whom the risks 
would probably outweigh be- 
nefits. 

Young, interviewed on the 
ABC television network's “Good 
Morning America” show, said 
people with high blood pressure, 
liver disease, gout or ulcers face 
the risk of bleeding complications 
from aspirin and should seek the 
advice of a doctor on its usage. 

He also said that while there is 
some evidence that healthy men 
between the ages of 45 and 85 
might use an aspirin every other 
day to reduce the risk of heart 
attack, there is no evidence that it 
would help women or younger 
men. 
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BEATING THE BREAK 


Boih vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

♦ 9 

K J 10 9 
Q 83 

♦ AK965 

WEST EAST 

4 J 8 6 4 *010 73 

Void 7 6 5 4 3 

J 6 5 4 2 10 7 


4 10 8 74 


SOUTH 
*> A K S 2 
A Q82 

A K 9 

* 32 


The bidding: 



North 

Easl 

South 

West 

l 4 

Pass 

1 

Pass 


Pas* 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 

Pass 

5 NT 

Pass 

n 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Four of . 

Don’t let a bad break distract you 
from ycur primary purpose. Cast 
around for some alternative. Even a 
virtually sure -trick one could be 
available. 

North’s hand was right on the 
border of a simple Taise to two 
hearts and an invitational raise of 
three hearts. So when South an- 
nounced possession of all the aces 
and invited a grand slam by bidding 
five no trump. North felt his single- 
ton. two kings and good trumps 
merited contracting for all the 
tricks. 

West led his fourth-best diamond 
and it appeared that two spade ruffs 


in dummy would be all that was 
needed to bring in 13 tricks. After 
winning the first trick in hand, ev- 
erything changed when declarer led 
a low trump to the nine and West 
showed out. 

East's fifth trump was likely to 
prove bothersome. The only way to 
land [he grand was going to be v ia a 
crossruff, and correct technique re- 
quires you to cash all the winners 
you need before embarking on any 
ruffs. 

Here declarer intended scoring 
seven trump tricks, so he needed 
only six side-suit winners. The obvi- 
ous danger was that three rounds of 
diamonds would not live. Declarer 
side-stepped that pit Tall with care- 
ful play. 

He led a diamond to the ace. and 
when East followed, all was well. 
The ace-king of clubs were cashed, 
then the ace-king of spades. On the 
second spade declarer discarded the 
board’s last diamond. It was now an 
easy matter to ruff two spades and a 
diamond in dummy and three clubs 
in the closed hand as East under- 
ruffed helplessly with his five little 
trumps. 

Notice how important it was for 
declarer to lead his low trump at 
trick two. Had he cardessly led a 
high trump. East could have set up a 
trump trick by ruffing every time a 
club was led from dummy. At the 
end he would be left with the heart 
seven while South hdd the deuce. 


One villager told police: “the 
terrorists played boll with inno- 
cents’ blood,” a reference to the 
traditional holi game of smearing 
relatives and mends with red 
powder to mark the festival. 

The holi holiday, observed by 
both Hindus and Sikhs, tradi- 
tionally begins with ritual bon- 
fires followed by a day of merry- 
making. 

News of the massacre coin- 
cided with an announcement by 
India's home ministry that Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi had freed 
five Sikh priests and revoked 
detention orders against other 
Sikh prisoners to help cut support 
for the separatist campaign. 

A ministry spokesman said the 
five priests were released Friday 
morning from a New Delhi jail, 
where they had been detained for 
up to two years by the Indian 
government, and flown to the 
Sikh holy city of Amritsar. 

He said detention orders 
against more than 40 suspected 
Sikh militants jailed in Jodhpur in 
the northern state of Rajastan 
had also been revoked. 

“This is the first gesture by the 
iDdian government. It is begin- 
ning. More will be released in the 
future,” he said. 

He said the government would 
eventually release all suspected 
extremists in Jodhpur except 
those classified as “hardcore ex- 
tremists” and those arrested for 
“waging war against the 
country. 

More than 350 suspected mili- 
tants are now held in Jodhpur. 


Rat-borne 
epidemic 
peaking 
in Rio 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Pub- 
lic health officials said Thursday 
an epidemic spread by rate may 
finally be peaking after killing 34 
people. 

The disease leptospirosis, 
caused by a viral bacteria usually 
transmitted by rats, struck Rio 
following devastating floods and 
mudslides last month. 

“The infected people who ha- 
ven’t shown symptoms so far 
should show them in the coming 
days,” a doctor for the Rio de 
Janeiro state health secretariat 
told Reuters. 

The epidemic appeared after 
Rio state was ravaged by heavy 
rains, floods and mudslides that 
left nearly 300 people dead 

The leptospirosis epidemic has 
hit hardest in Rio’s poor northern 
suburbs, where rats are said to 
outnumber humans by more than 
four to one. 

Dozens of victims have come 
from squatter settlements that 
have sprouted up in recent weeks 
on the city’s outskirts 

At one such settlement located 
on a state-owned vacant lot, 
squatters complained that prom- 
ised aid had not reached them. 

“I would like to know what 
they’re doing with all those ton- 
nes of food that rich people arc 
donating,” said a woman who 
identified herself as Dona Luan- 
da. 


BRUSSELS (R) - North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
! leaders have proclaimed their 
strength and mnty, ending a two- 
I day summit with a renewed com- 
, mitment to nuclear defence. 

Heads of state and government 
from the 16 NATO nations en- 
dorsed Thursday President 
Ronald Reagan’s search for a 
fresh arms deal with Moscow and 
smoothed over differences about 
the modernisation of the 
alliance’s short-range nuclear 
weapons. 

In their final declaration, the 
allies pledged to stay vigilant ab- 
out massive Soviet military power 
which they said remained a fun- 
damental source of tension be- 
tween East and West. 

“Fot the foreseeable future 
there is no alternative to the 
alliance strategy for the preven- 
tion of war,” the NATO leaders 
said in their closing communique. 

“This is the strategy of deterr- 
ence based upon an appropriate 
mix of adequate ana effective 
nuclear and conventional forces 
which will continue to be kept up 
to date where necessary.” 

West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, who was the most 
anxious to avoid a specific com- 
mitment to the upgrading of 
short-range nuclear weapons, 
said the summit had effectively 
put back a decision to the “first 
third of the 1990s.” 

NATO Secretary-General 
Lord Carrington rejected sugges- 
tions that the final declaration 
was a “fudge” and British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, a 
key figure in moves to modernise 
weaponry, said she was satisfied 
with the declaration. 

Reagan, who hopes to sign a 
pact halving superpower strategic 



A Lance short-range nuclear missile at the ready during NATO exorcises in West Germany 

arsenals when he meets Kre mlin nuclear and conventional military NATO’s supreme commander 
leader Mi khail Gorbachev at a might. in Europe, General John Galvin, 

summit in Moscow in late May, “For the foreseeable future welcomed the commitment of the 
flew home to Washin gton Thuis- there is no alternative to the heads of state and government to 
day night buoyed by NATO re- alliance strategy for the proven- keep NATO forces strong, 
solve. tion of war. Tnis is a strateev of “The declarations of the 


aisenals when be meets Kre mlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev at a 
summit in Moscow in late May, 
flew home to Washington Thurs- 
day night buoyed by NATO re- 
solve. 

“The state of the alliance is 
excellent,” he told reporters after 
the closing summit session. 
“We’re strong, we’re united, 
we’re prosperous and we’re 
free.” 

“Ail of us understand the abso- 
lute necessity of maintaining the 
credibility of our deterrent,” 
Reagan said. 

“We will never trade that cre- 
dibility away at the negotiating 
table, and we won’t give it away 
through neglect.” 

Glossing over differences ab- 
out when to modernise NATO 
nuclear weapons, the leaders 
pledged to maintain the alliance's 


alliance strategy for the preven- 
tion of war. Tms is a strategy of 


deterrence based upon an 
appropriate mix of adequate and 
effective nuclear and convention- 
al forces which will continue to be 
kept up to date where neces- 
sary,” their communique said. 

Amid strong public pressure 
for new arms cuts after last year's 
superpower treaty to ban in- 
termediate-range nuclear forces 
(INF), NATO said it would seek 
talks with the Warsaw Pact on 
cutting conventional arms. 

The NATO leaders demanded 
the scrapping of tens of thousands 
of Soviet tanks and artillery 
pieces which they said cast a 
shadow over Europe. 


Reagan seeks alternative contra aid plan 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
House of Representatives has re- 
jected an aid package for the 
Nicaraguan contras, leaving them 
starved of U.S. support, but Pres- 
ident Reagan is urging Congress 
to approve an alternative 
package. 

The House stunned Democra- 
tic leaders Thursday by rejecting 
the Democrats’ plan to send the 
rebels $30.5 million of food, clo- 
thing and medicine by 216 votes 
to 208. 

The Democratic leaders had 
promised to seek approval for a 
non-military aid package after the 
house killed a request by Reagan 
for $36.25 million of assistance, 
some military, a month ago. 

Reagan, who had urged the 
house by letter to reject the 
Democratic plan, told reporters 
as he flew back Thursday from a 
NATO summit in Brussels that 


he was “very happy” with the 
outcome. 

In a statement issued later, he 
called on Congress to quickly 
approve a new aid package. 

“I call on the house and the 
Senate to act urgently to develop 
an aid package that is effectively 
deliverable and of sufficient 
quantity to sustain the freedom 
fighters,” he said. 

“If not, the prospects for peace 
and democracy inside Nicaragua 
will diminish quickly." 

Contra officials called the 
house vote a setback. 

"We will still fight on but this 
will set our strategy back,” contra 
spokesman Bosco Matamoros 
said in Washington. “The vote of 
foe liberal Democrats will only 
increase Sandinista intransi- 
gence.” 

In Managua, the Nicaraguan 
government welcomed the rejec- 


tion of the aid package for the 
rebels, calling it a contribution to 
peace m foe region. 

Alejandro Bendana. first 
secretary of the Foreien Ministry, 
said in a statement Thursday that 
the Reagan administration “now 
has the opportunity to im- 
mediately end all type of aid to 
the mercenary forces.” 

The government also said it 
was time that Reagan dealt 
directly with President Daniel 
Ortega in order to negotiate 
security matters and normalise 
relations. 

It called on Washington to sup- 
port face-to-face peace talks be- 
tween the government and the 
contras, due to take place on 
Nicaraguan territory just north of 
the Costa Rican border from 
March 9-11. 

The government has asked 
Costa Rican President Oscar 


Tension flares over Falklands 


BUENOS AIRES (Agencies) — 
Argentina said Thursday it was 
preparing its military defences as 
tension mounted in the South 
Atlantic with Britain preparing to 
fly troops and Phantom fighters 
to the disputed Falkland Islands. 

The government in a communi- 
que also warned “ships under 
other flags” of possible incidents 
around the archipelago over 
which Argentina fought a war 
with Britain in 1982. 

But a British Defence Ministry 
spokesman in London said that 
British military manoeuvres 
around the Falklands scheduled 
to start Monday were not in-, 
tended to be provocative. 

“It is not meant in any way to 
be provocative to Argentina, 
who, incidentally, have still not 
declared an end to hostilities,” be 
said. 

“There are fewer than 1,000 


British troops taking part in this 
exercise ana only a handful of 
aeroplanes. Nor is it a naval 
exercise," be said. 

The Argentine government 
said in foe communique that the 
manoeuvres “will be kept under 
tight surveillance.” The armed 
forces were being put “on defen- 
sive alert," it said. 

But Defence Minister Horacio 
Jaunarena said tbat for the mo- 
ment there would be so mobilisa- 
tion of troops. 

“If necessary, the correspond- 
ing defence plans (will be) put 
into execution," the government 
said. 

Jaunarena said earlier that the 
government was drawing up a 
series of “answers for each of the 
hypotheses that could arise” in 
foe South Atlantic. He said the 
plans were a state secret. 

Argentina claims sovereignty 


of foe Falkland Islands as an 
inheritance from the days of 
Spanish colonial rule. It says that 
Britain, which has ruled the is- 
lands as a colony since 1833, stole 
them. 

Britain's minister of state for 
the armed forces, Ian Stewart, 
told the House of Commons 
Thursday night that the exercise, 
code-named Fire Focus, involves 
an airlift and is part of a defensive 
strategy to keep a minimum of 
troops in the islands about 650 
kilometres east of the southern 
Argentine coast. 

Last June the British Defence 
Ministry announced it was reduc- 
ing the strength of its Falklands 
garrison, but refused to disclose 
the size of the cut. Published 
reports at foe time said the move 
would cut the garrison then con- 
sisting of more than 2,500 troops 
by about 400. 



Arias to allow contra leaders to 
pass through his country on their 
way to foe meeting. 

The talks were proposed by 
Ortega Wednesday, in an unex- 
pected concession. Nicaragua had 
previously insisted that they take 
place outside the country. 

But the two sides are stfll di- 
vided as to whether foe negotia- 
tions can cover political issues. 

During talks in Guatemala last 
month. Cardinal Miguel Obando 
Y. Bravo, who acted as mediator 
until he was dismissed by Ortega 
Wednesday, proposed a series of 
points that included political 
issues. 

These included calling on the 
Sandinistas to grant complete 
freedom of expression, halt com- 
pulsory military service and com- 
municate with tbe internal 
opposition. 


Law and 
order are 
Aquino’s 
priority 

MANILA (R) — Philippine Pres - 1 
ident Corazon Aquino said Fri- 
day her administration’s top 
priority was curbing crime and 
destroying leftist ana rightist re- 
bels. 

“The first and the most impor- 
tant is law and order throughout 
foe land. This calls for the curb- 
ing of criminality, and foe des- 
truction of the rightist and leftist 
elements in our society that are 
bent on the overthrow of our 
government." 

Aquino was addressing a meet- 
ing of more than 1,500 newly 
elected provincial governors and 
town and city mayors. The meet- 
ing was called by the national 
government to discuss foe main 
problems facing foe country. 

Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos told the meeting com- 
munist guerrillas carrying on a 
20-year-old insurgency were pre- 
paring to field their own candi- 
date in the 1992 Philippine pres- 
idential elections. 

"The communist party has 


formed basic power organs in 
some parts of the country. It has 
also formed provincial electoral 


machineries to ensure its success 
in future elections," Ramos said. 

Aquino, who has survived five 
coup attempts by rightist rebels, 
said economic development was 
her second priority. 

"Needless to say, it' means 
securing their lives. It means 
dealing punishment, after dae 
process, to those who barm them 
qr threaten their democracy,” 
Aquino said. 



“The declarations of the 
NATO summit are right on the 
mark,” Galvin said in a state- 
ment, adding they showed “the 
determination of NATO’s leaders 
to combine a strong deterrent 
posture with a realistic approach 
to arms control.” 

On the touchy issue of mod- 
ernising short-range nuclear 
arms, mainly based in West Ger- 
many, tbe communique avoided 
the word "modernisation.” 

The prospect of updating nuc- 
lear weapons in West Germany 
has raised fears in Bonn that it 
could be singled out as a target 
for attack by Warsaw Pact mis- 
siles. 


Asians to pass 3b 
mark this year . 

KUALA LUMPUR ( AP) - The 
birth of a baby sometime in tbe 
second half of 1988 will bring 
Asia's population to three billion, 
an official has predicted. Rahmah 
Osman, deputy secretaiy of the 
Asian Forum of Parliamentarians 
on Population and Development, 
told reporters Wednesday that 
the exact day it happens will be 
determined by the forum's secre- 
tariat based in Japan. Osman said 
during an executive meeting of 
foe forum it was agreed that 
Asian countries would hold prog- 
rammes, including seminars and 
exhibitions, to help people realise 
the significance of the population 
issue. Asia's population accounts 
for nearly 60 per cent of the 
world's population, which passed 
the five billion mark in mia-1987, 
according to the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities. 

Hare Krishna 
devotees want to beat 
drums in Adelaide 

ADELAIDE (R) — Hare Krish- 
na devotees may be allowed back 
on foe streets of Adelaide — but 
only five of them with one cymbal 
and one drum for one hour a day, 
three days a week. The orange 
robes and shaven heads of the 
chanting disciples have not been 
seen in the south Australian state 
capital since 19S4 when they were 
banned from foe “city of chur- 
ches” for making too much noise. 
The religious group is hoping its 
compromise plan put to the city’s 
lord 1 mayor Thursday will end the 
ban. Devotees say Adelaide is the 
only place in the world where 
their activities are restricted. 
“We're actually allowed on the 
streets in Leningrad now,” Hare 
Krishna spokesman Gary Ander- 
son told reporters. The proposal 
will be considered by several 
committees before being pre- 
sented to the fhll city council in 
April. 

Texan with cirrhosis 
sues whisky 
companies 

PORT ARTHUR, Texas (R) — 
A retired oil refinery worker with 
cirrhosis of the liver has filed suit 
against two whisky companies 
blaming them for his health prob- 
lems. The suit, filed in federal 
court in Beaumont Texas, earlier 
this week, says David Freeman, 
61, “consumed a great deal of 
alcohol manufactured by the de- 
fendants,” Canadian club whisky 
and cal vert whisky. Freeman, 
who was diagnosed as having 
cirrhosis in 1986, contends that 
advertising by the companies 
promoted drinking without warn- 
ing about “foe addictive nature of 
alcohol," the suit says. The com- 
panies also failed to test their 
products to determine the 
amount of alcohol that can be 
consumed safely over a long 
period, according to tbe suit. 
Freeman's wife Inez Freeman 
told Reuters the amount of dam- 
ages sought has not been deter- 
mined yet. 

Bandits rob 
armoured van on 
highway 

SEREGNO (AP) — Armed ban- 
dits ambushed an armoured van 
on a highway Thursday, placed a 
hand grenade on the hood to 
force tne security guards out of 
the vehicle and ’stole 1.6 billion 
lire ($1.3 million) in cash and 
bonds, a news agenev reported. 
The van, transporting money 
from Milan to two banks in Son- 
drio in northern Italy, was held 
up on the superhighway here just 
outside Milan by a gang of ban- 
dits riding in four cars. A police- 
man in Serengo contacted by 
telephone said ne had no details. 
The news agency ANSA gave the 
following account: A gunman in 
one of the cars shot out the tires 
of the van. while another car 
rammed it from behind and a 
third cut it off from the front. The 
fourth car parked on the shoulder 
of the highway heading in the 
other direction. Four men armed 
with pistols and rifles got out of 
foe cars. When the driver and two 
security guards stayed locked in- 
side foe van, the gunmen placed a 
grenade on the hood. Fearing 
they would be blown up. the 
three got out. The driver was hit 
over foe head with a pistol butt, 
while the two others were forced 
to open the safe. A police explo- 
sives' expen later detonated foe 
grenade in a nearby field. 




